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FDA tells food industry to 
get rid of trans fats by 2018

By Mary Clare Jalonick
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Popular 
foods such as pie crusts, frost-
ings and microwave popcorn 
will be largely rid of artery-
clogging trans fats after a de-
cision by the Obama admin-
istration to phase them out 
over the next three years.

The Food and Drug 
Administration on Tuesday 
ordered food companies to 
phase out artificial trans fats, 
calling them a threat to pub-
lic health. Consumers aren’t 
likely to notice much of a 
difference in their favorite 
foods, but the administration 
says the move will reduce 
coronary heart disease and 
prevent thousands of fatal 
heart attacks every year.

Scientists say there are no 
health benefits to the fats, 
which are used in processing 
food and in restaurants, 
usually to improve texture, 
shelf life or flavor. They can 
raise levels of “bad” choles-
terol and lower “good” 

WHAT IS TRANS FAT?

Trans fats are made 
when hydrogen is added 
to vegetable oil, usually to 
create a certain consistency 
or increase shelf life. They 
are also called partially 
hydrogenated oils. Many 
of them have already been 
phased out, but foods that 
are more likely to contain 
trans fats are fried items, 
microwave popcorn, frozen 
pizza, cakes, cookies, pie 
crusts, stick margarine, ready-
to-use frosting and coffee 
creamers. There are also 
some naturally occurring 
trans fats from meat and 
dairy sources, but the artificial 
types make up most of what 
is in the food supply.

– Associated Press
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SPLOST referendum to be held Nov. 3
By Susan McCord

Staff Writer

The Augusta Commission 
on Tuesday agreed to hold 
the city’s next sales tax ref-
erendum on Nov. 3 instead 
of March 1 and to terminate 
a little-used pilot bus route 
to Fort Gordon.

The special purpose local 
option sales tax calendar 
commission members ap-
proved 7-3 gives city officials 
about two months to develop 

a project list they think vot-
ers will like on Nov. 3, in a 
single-issue election costing 
$85,000 to conduct.

Commissioners Marion 
Williams, Ben Hasan and 
Bill Lockett opposed the 
date, with Williams saying 
more time was needed and 
Lockett saying his colleagues 
were misleading the public 
about the SPLOST’s ability 
to replace a proposed storm-
water fee.

“SPLOST is not going to 

accomplish anything unless 
we have a stormwater fee,” 
Lockett said. “Let’s be honest 
with the public.”

Mayor Hardie Davis 
urged commissioners later 
in the meeting to address the 
stormwater fee issue in the 
next few days.

The commission already 
had to wait a year to return a 
SPLOST package to the bal-
lot because voters rejected 
SPLOST 7 in May 2014. 

If the next SPLOST refer-

endum was held during the 
March 1 presidential pri-
mary, SPLOST 6 collections 
would likely reach their 
target amount before then 
and create a gap that would 
cost the city about $3 million 
a month, Finance Director 
Donna Williams said.

The gap also would force 
retailers to remove the tax 

from their cash registers, 
then reinstate it once voters 
approve the measure.

While city officials will 
use the failed 2014 SPLOST 
package of $194.3 million as 
a starting point, they will dis-
card items such as $5.25 mil-

lion to renovate two historic 
textile mills, $6 million for 
Paine College and $8 million 
for the Georgia Regents 
University’s new cancer cen-
ter, Commissioner Wayne 

Commission decides to close Fort Gordon bus route “SPLOST is not going to accomplish 
anything unless we have a 

stormwater fee. Let’s be honest  
with the public.”

– Commissioner Bill Lockett, 
who opposed the date for the city’s 

next sales tax referendum

READ MORE on the
Augusta Commission 

at augustachronicle.com.

“We’ve got to see Congress being willing to appropriate over a billion dollars 
a year for decades to get it done.”

– U.S. Energy Secretary Ernest Moniz, on funding needed to complete the MOX facility at SRS

JON-MICHAEL SULLIVAN/STAFF

U.S. Secretary of Energy Ernest Moniz answers a question at Aiken Technical College in Graniteville.

MOX to cost billions, official says
By Meg Mirshak

Staff Writer

U.S. Energy Secretary Ernest 
Moniz said Tuesday it will take more 
than $1 billion a year to complete 
Savannah River Site’s mixed-oxide 
fuel fabrication facility and fund 
other related processes required 
for that method of plutonium dis-
posal.

“When it comes to the total fund-
ing, not just for the fabrication plant 
but for all the other activities, for 
the (plutonium) pit disassembly and 
everything else, you’re talking north 
of a billion dollars a year,” Moniz 
said. “We’ve got to see Congress 
being willing to appropriate over a 
billion dollars a year for decades to 
get it done.”

Moniz said about $5 billion has 
been spent so far on MOX, which 
has cost overruns in the billions 
and years of schedule delays. The 
MOX fuel facility received $345 mil-
lion for fiscal year 2015 to continue 
construction after the Obama ad-
ministration recommended $221 
million to stop the project and study 
cheaper alternatives. Level funding 

was proposed for next fiscal year.
“We are woefully short of the 

kind of resources that will take to 
get this project done in a reason-
able time. The more time we go, the 
more it costs,” Moniz said during a 
media briefing near Aiken after a 
visit to SRS.

Moniz said completing MOX rep-
resents the best policy decision to 
make use of the $5 billion capital 
investment and fulfill a nonprolif-
eration agreement with Russia.

Alternative plutonium disposi-
tion methods must be studied to 
determine the cost, and Congress 
must appropriate adequate funds, 
Moniz said. The administration rec-
ommended halting construction, or 
“cold standby,” until studies were 
finished so money would not be 
spent on a project with an unknown 
future, he said. 

“It’s great to have a preference 
but if it’s not going to get paid for 
and it’s not going to get done, we’ve 
got to rethink what we’re doing. 
That’s where we remain,” Moniz 
said.

The MOX facility is intended to 
convert 34 metric tons of weapons-

grade plutonium into commercial 
nuclear fuel. Construction began in 
2007 with a $4.8 billion budget.

The project is about 65 percent 
complete, according to construc-
tion contractor CB&I Areva MOX 
Services.

Numerous cost estimates for the 
project have been done. A report 
ordered by Congress and released 
last month by the Aerospace Corp., 
a federally funded research and de-
velopment center in California, de-
termined the cost would total $110.4 
billion when funded at $375 million 
a year. The estimate drops to $47.5 
billion when funded at $500 mil-
lion annually. The report’s accuracy 
was questioned by the contractor, 
Republican politicians and nuclear 
proponents.

Total costs will continue to es-
calate if the program is not fully 
funded each year, Moniz said. 
Additionally, the plant’s technol-
ogy becomes outdated the longer 
construction takes to complete, he 
said.

“It will be finished if the re-
sources are substantially higher 
than they are now. Otherwise, it will 
never be finished,” Moniz said.

Reach Meg Mirshak at (706) 823-3228
or meg.mirshak@augustachronicle.com.

Energy secretary says full funding is crucial

READ ALL ABOUT IT

Tuesday’s high hits record
Augusta matched a high temperature re-

cord Tuesday that was set 95 years ago.
The National Weather Service said tem-

peratures reached 100 degrees, a mark that 
had not been hit on June 16 since 1920.

Officials say temperatures could reach 
100 degrees again today. The record high in 
Augusta for June 17 is 101 degrees.

– Doug Stutsman, staff writer

More on weather/6D

Registration opens 
for people needing 
medical marijuana

By Tom Corwin
Staff Writer

Thousands of eligible pa-
tients can now ask their doctors 
to register them to receive medi-
cal marijuana in Georgia.

The Georgia Department 
of Public Health announced 
Tuesday its electronic registry is 
now open for people to apply to 
receive cards allowing them to 
possess up to 20 ounces of can-
nabis oil that contains no more 
than 5 percent of tetrahydrocan-
nabinol (THC), the ingredient in 
marijuana that provides a high. 

The announcement came 
exactly two months after Gov. 
Nathan Deal signed House Bill 
1 into law granting access to the 
medicinal oil for eight medical 
conditions, most notably for 
families with children with un-
controllable seizures. 

The agency has already is-
sued 20 temporary cards, 18 
to families with those seizure 
disorders, some of whom left 
the state so their child could 
receive the oil, and two to ter-
minal cancer patients, Public 

Health Commissioner Brenda 
Fitzgerald said.

The Commission on Medical 
Cannabis, which was also cre-
ated by the act to study and pos-
sibly recommend a model for 
manufacturing the oil in Georgia, 
heard testimony that some states 
that have had medical marijua-
na laws for up to two years still 
don’t have a registry, said Rep. 
Allen Peake, R-Macon, the chief 
proponent of the law in Georgia. 
      He called the agency’s quick 
work, at the urging of Deal, “a 
remarkable achievement. I 
couldn’t be prouder of them. It’s 
the way state government ought 
to work.”

The registry will use the State 
Electronic Notifiable Disease 
Surveillance System, a secure 
database physicians can already 
access to inform the state of  

MORE ON MARIJUANA
Poison centers report rise in 
calls over synthetic pot/5B
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Aiken County fireworks distributor gearing up for orders when new Georgia law kicks in 
By Wesley Brown

Staff Writer

Fireworks retailers have yet to 
apply for business licenses in the 
Augusta area, but industry offi-
cials said Tuesday that local inter-
est is growing and an Aiken County 
wholesale distributor should sig-
nificantly benefit from a new law 
permitting the sale of consumer 
pyrotechnics in Georgia.

Jake’s Fireworks, a wholesale 
distributor based in Kansas, expects 
orders at its Wagener warehouse to 
spike in the next two weeks as the 
company prepares to open its first 
six “superstores” in Georgia by July 
1, when a new state law allowing 
the sale of air bombs, rockets and 
Roman candles takes effect.

Devon Krusich, the director 

of digital marketing for Jake’s 
Fireworks, said that each of the 
stores in the Atlanta, Athens and 
Macon regions will be supplied by 
the Wagener facility and that distri-
bution could soon expand to retail 
locations in Richmond, Columbia, 
Burke and McDuffie counties.

“Our plan is to just keep add-
ing stores as soon as we can close 
on buildings,” Krusich said of 
Jake’s Fireworks’ expansion into 
Georgia.

For years, Georgia residents in 
the Augusta area have had to cross 
into South Carolina to celebrate 
the Fourth of July or other special 
occasions.

Krusich said Jake’s Fireworks is 
“aggressively looking” for existing 
commercial buildings it can pur-
chase and repurpose in the Augusta 

region because “it is definitely an 
area that is set up well for us.” 

He said, however, that resi-
dents will probably have to wait 
until after the Fourth of July be-
fore the company opens a store to 
take advantage of the peak season 
spanning from Labor Day to New 
Year’s.

Permitting officials in Richmond 
and Columbia counties said they 
haven’t received an application for 
a fireworks business license, but 
said companies are showing inter-
est.

“I have received phone calls and 
had a gentleman come in last week 
with general questions about the 
process, but no one has submitted 
an application for an occupation-
al tax certificate,” said Erin Hall, 
Columbia County’s licensing and 

permits manager.
Hall said Development Services 

plans to meet today to review the 
process fireworks retailers must 
complete to receive permits.

Robert Sherman, the deputy 
director of Augusta Planning and 
Development, said the first step 
is for the company to pay a $5,000 
fee and apply for a state license 
through the Georgia Insurance and 
Safety Fire Commissioner’s office. 

“Once they have the state li-
cense, the company will apply for 
a business license,” he said. “At 
that time, the fire department will 
inspect the building for code com-
pliance, and once it releases the 
building, the business license will 
be sold.”

The state Senate estimated that 
about 1,000 new jobs will be creat-

ed in Georgia by the new fireworks 
stores, according to legislation that 
Gov. Nathan Deal signed May 5.

Krusich said he found that fig-
ure to be accurate.

“Since Michigan legalized 
fireworks sales in 2012, we have 
opened eight buildings that operate 
from Memorial to Labor Day, and 
have more than 60 seasonal tent 
locations that sell products for the 
Fourth of July,” he said. 

Krusich said Jake’s Fireworks 
is planning large grand opening 
events and a safety day featuring 
local fire departments at each new 
location. 

The new law prohibits the pos-
session of fireworks inside school 
zones, functions and buses.

Reach Wesley Brown at (706) 823-3221
or wesley.brown@augustachronicle.com.

Columbia County approves new zoning

By Wesley Brown
Staff Writer

Columbia County leaders unani-
mously approved the creation of 
a new residential zoning district 
for compact neighborhoods on 
Tuesday, but a six-month morato-
rium on high-density housing likely 
will remain in effect until it expires 
in August.

The Columbia County Com-
mission passed the final reading 
for a Planned Residential De vel op-

ment district that will replace town-
home and cluster housing zones 
with guidelines aimed at creating 
“more coherent and coordinated” 
communities.

Under the new standard, side 
setbacks will be doubled to 10 feet, 
at least 10 percent of a development 
must be preserved as open space, 
townhomes are required to have 
garages and all streets must inter-
connect, with cul-de-sacs reserved 
for “exceptional situations.”

The improvements, which were 

OK’d by the planning commission 
in May, were expected to resolve a 
six-month moratorium the commis-
sion placed on rezoning applica-
tions for high-density housing on 
Feb. 17, but county Administrator 
Scott Johnson said the measure will 
likely go until Aug. 4.

“The moratorium is still in ef-
fect,” said Andrew Strickland, Col-
umbia County director of planning 
services. “The commission will 
need to adopt a separate resolu-
tion to lift it.”

Leaders applauded the passage 
of the new district, saying it pro-
vides builders with more flexible 
design standards in exchange for 
their promotion of “innovative and 
creative development styles.”

Jim Cox, the planning commis-
sion chairman, said before the 
county passed the moratorium, 
developers could cram up to 200 
homes within 5 feet of each other – 
preventing small slivers of land on 
the side of properties from draining 
and utility crews from getting repair 
equipment between units.

Strickland said the plan to dou-
ble side setback requirements was 
“a significant upgrade” and should 
help the county better accommo-
date the 3,700 cyber defense work-
ers coming to Fort Gordon by 2019.

“This marks the culmination of a 
lot of hard work from the develop-
ment community and the county,” 
he said. “It will definitely spread 
things out a bit and go a long way to-

ward fixing the problems we faced 
in the past by providing long-term 
upgrades for the community’s build-
ing standards.”

Ron Cross, the county commis-
sion chairman, agreed and said he 
was glad to see green space require-
ments and side setbacks increased 
from original proposals of 10 per-
cent and 7½ feet, respectively.

“I know some developers want 
to build as many units as they 
can, but it was time for us to take 
a good hard look at our standards 
and make the necessary changes,” 
he said. “Supporting community 
growth is important, but only if it is 
done in a controlled manner.”

Reach Wesley Brown at (706) 823-3221  
or wesley.brown@augustachronicle.com.

Residential district standards set; 
high-density building still on hold

READ PAST stories on Monique  
Sullivan’s trial and the deadly 

crash at augustachronicle.com.

Witnesses describe fatal crash

By Sandy Hodson
Staff Writer

From the retired businessman who 
tried to intercept a wrong-way driver 
on River Watch Parkway to the veteran 
law enforcement officers and emer-
gency responders, all agreed it was 
one of the worst crash scenes they had 
ever seen.

In the second day of Monique 
Sullivan’s trial in Richmond County 
Superior Court, witnesses to the Dec. 
10, 2012, crash testified. Sullivan, 34, 
has pleaded not guilty to all charges, 
including murder and aggravated as-
sault. A young mother of two was killed 
and another person was critically in-
jured.

John D. Herman Sr. was on Broad 
Street, waiting for a vehicle to clear 
the intersection so he could make a 
left onto the ramp to enter River Watch 
Parkway, when he saw Sullivan’s 
2003 Chevrolet Suburban miss that 
oncoming vehicle by inches before 

it turned into the exit ramp to River 
Watch Parkway instead of the entrance 
ramp.

“I thought ‘Oh my Lord, I have to go 
warn that person,’ ” Herman testified. 
He tried to wave the vehicle down and 
get out in front of Sullivan but was un-

able to overtake her.
He saw several vehicles in the east-

bound lane take evasive action to es-
cape a crash, Herman said, but just 
west of the Eisenhower Park, where 
the ballpark can be seen from the road, 
there is a sharp curve. Herman testi-
fied that three vehicles headed directly 
at Sullivan’s SUV – a Honda Odyssey in 

See TRIAL on PAGE 2B
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Monique Sullivan (center) stands with her attorneys, Sadeer Sabbak (left) and Holly Chapman during her trial at the 
Richmond County Judicial Center in Augusta. Sullivan, 34, has pleaded not guilty to charges in a fatal 2012 wreck.  

RICHMOND COUNTY

In 2nd day of trial, 
details emerge on 
River Watch wreck  

MICHAEL HOLAHAN/FILE

Investigators work at the multiple-vehicle accident on River Watch Parkway 
on Dec. 10, 2012. Police said it was one of the worst they had encountered. 

Richmond County 
schools’ tenure to 
stay as is for now

By Sean Gruber
Staff Writer 

The Richmond County 
Board of Education unani-
mously voted to retain the 
practice of paying employees 
their original salary for one 
year after demotion or “relo-
cation” during Tuesday’s reg-
ular board meeting, agreeing 
with School Superintendent 
Angela Pringle that more in-
formation on how “tenure” 
affects the school system was 
needed before holding an-
other vote on the subject dur-
ing the 2017 budget process.

Board attorney Pete 
Fletcher said school em-
ployees have been given the 
“one-year notice” since 1995, 
keeping their original salary 
schedule when demoted 
or moved to lesser-paying 
positions until a year had 
passed. 

The board tentatively 
passed a motion last week to 
change that to six months. 

Pringle initially sup-
ported changing the tenure 
system during last week’s 
committee meeting, voicing 
concerns that the practice 
could negatively affect the 
school system’s budget. But 
after “reviewing the debate 
between board members” on 
the issue, Pringle said more 
time was needed to fully ex-
plore the consequences of 
offering tenure before mak-
ing a final decision on the 
process. 

“I think we just need more 
time to really see how this af-
fects us and what the impact 
is. As I’ve begun research-
ing this topic, I’ve found that 
other school systems han-
dle this in different ways,” 
Pringle said. “Some keep the 
original salary for one year, 
some keep it for longer and 
others change the contracts 
immediately to reflect the 
new salary. 

“We should look at how 
this has affected us histori-
cally, and then decide which 
option works best for us.” 

See MEETING on PAGE 5B

IN OTHER 
BUSINESS

The Richmond 
County School Board 
OK’d Superintendent 
Angela Pringle’s 
recommendations for 
filling several new and 
vacant positions across 
the district:

  Current Assistant 
Superintendent of 
Instruction Debbie 
Alexander was moved 
to the associate 
superintendent 
of curriculum, 
instruction and 
technology position. 
  Academy of 
Richmond County 
Principal Malinda 
Cobb was moved 
to area assistant 
superintendent. 
  Director of Media 
and Instructional 
Technology Kimberly 
Stripling will become 
the accountability 
and strategic waiver 
officer. 
  Richmond Academy 
Assistant Principal 
Kenneth Johnson will 
become principal 
of Meadowbrook 
Elementary.
  T.W. Josey High 
Assistant Principal 
Sean Middleton will 
become principal of 
Murphey Middle.
  John W. Tutt Middle 
Principal Nathan 
Benedict was moved 
to the Richmond 
County school 
climate specialist 
position. 
  Jamestown 
Elementary Principal 
Jamie McCord will 
become principal at 
Hornsby K-8 School.
  Title 1 Specialist 
Angeline Andrews-
Milton will become 
the director of Title 1.

MORE ON SCHOOLS
Board hires four new 
employees/5B
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METRO
RANTS & RAVES

Comments from readers:

SOME CITIZENS SHOULD 
have to take a test them-
selves just to vote. Being 
elected will not make 
your brain work better.

EVERY WEEK somebody 
rants about how they 
don’t like their job, boss, 
government and the 
Augusta area, among 
many other complaints. 
All I have to say is get a 
new job, move to a new 
location or sit down and 
be quiet and express 
your gratitude for still 
being on this Earth and 
living in America. 

IN RESPONSE TO the fam-
ily and friends of both 
drivers on River Watch 
Parkway: There have 
been four people killed 
(in the past six years) at 
this intersection while 
making a left turn onto 
Stevens Creek. Why 
can’t a left-turn arrow 
be placed at the traffic 
light? At any rate, some-
thing needs to change; 
besides, it might save 
some lives.

MARION WILLIAMS takes 
a junket to Albany, Ga. – 
of all places – to see how 
to revitalize Augusta and 
pack them in downtown. 
And what’s Williams’ 
grand solution to down-
town’s woes, you ask? 
Why, an aquarium, of 
course! Yes sir, that’s re-
ally going make Augusta 
sparkle. If it did ever be-
come a reality – at what 
cost – those poor fish 
would probably be dead 
in six months. Williams is 
a joke you have to laugh 
at to keep from sobbing.

I FIND IT INTERESTING to 
note in the June 2 edi-
tion that more than 50 
percent of hotel guests 
are from inside the state. 
Other than the Masters, 
what would bring anyone 
from out of state to visit 
Augusta? We have noth-
ing to offer.

JEFF EISEMAN (Augusta 
GreenJackets owner) 
was quoted in a local 
weekly paper as saying, 
“We think we can create 
Times Square,” referring 
to the baseball stadium 
activities in Project 
Jackson. Many of us in 
North Augusta would opt 
for a more Central Park 
atmosphere rather than 
the bar-hopping scene he 
envisions.

COULD THE AUGUSTA 
Fire Department go by 
the Bon Air and check 
for fire safety before we 
have something 10 times 
worse than the Marshall 
Square disaster? 

YOU HEAR SO MUCH 
about motorcycle safety 
these days, but 90 per-
cent of the motorcycles 
are black and 95 percent 
of the people who ride 
motorcycles wear black. 
They need to make the 
motorcycles another 
color such as fluorescent 
orange and wear fluores-
cent colors. If you want to 
be safe, it starts with the 
riders and the manufac-
turer. 

SHARE YOUR OPINION with 
other newspaper readers. 
Call the Rants & Raves 
line at (706) 823-3397, 
fax your comments to 
(706) 722-7403 or send 
an e-mail to newsroom@
augustachronicle.com.

SHARE YOUR OPINION 
on the news online at 
augustachronicle.com.

ONLINE 
COMMENTS

I DON’T KNOW WHAT 
a splash pad is, but if 
there’s water involved 
in a confined space, I 
wouldn’t want my kids 
in it unless I could smell 
the chlorine.

Posted by hoptoad at 
8:59 a.m. on Tuesday.

IF YOU THINK THIS IS HOT, 
just wait until July and 
August.

Posted by Quack-
QuackQuack at 10:48 a.m. 
on Tuesday.

the left lane and two other ve-
hicles to its immediate right.

The driver of the Odyssey, 
33-year-old Amelia Hiltz, 
tried to veer to the right 
but couldn’t because of the 
other cars, Herman said. The 
Odyssey and Sullivan’s SUV 
crashed head-on, causing the 
SUV to flip into the air.

Cpl. Charles Benson, of 
the Richmond County Sheriff 
Department’s serious traffic 
accident response unit, testi-
fied the debris and positions 
of the damaged vehicles in-
dicated Hiltz likely pulled 
to the right a little before 
Sullivan’s SUV crashed into 
her, sending the Odyssey in 
a counter-clock-wise spin. 
The SUV sideswiped the 
next vehicle, driven by Kevin 
Mollenhauer, sending it 
crashing into Hiltz’s Odyssey, 
despite his attempts to brake 
to a stop. Then Sullivan’s 
Suburban crashed down on 
Maureen Floyd’s car, caving 
in the front section to the 
windshield.

There were warning 
signs Sullivan could have 
seen from the moment she 
entered the exit ramp at 

Broad Street, Benson testi-
fied. A video recorded from 
Benson’s patrol car’s camera 
as he traveled Sullivan’s path 
on River Watch was played 
for the jury Tuesday. 

There are “Do not enter” 
and “wrong way” signs facing 
her direction; the solid yel-
low line that is always on the 
left side of the road was on 
her right; the speed signs and 
directional arrow signs were 
backward to Sullivan; and 
during all of the 2- to 2½-mile 
journey up the wrong way on 
River Watch Parkway, she 
could have clearly seen the 
traffic in the correct lanes to 
her left.

By the time Sullivan and 
Hiltz arrived at the curve from 
opposite directions, neither 
would have had time to react, 
Benson testified. Neither 
vehicle braked, he said. 
      The crash data receiver 
device from Sullivan’s SUV 
revealed she was going 76 
to 78 mph within seconds of 
the crash, testified Cpl. Barry 
Smith of the Georgia State 
Police. Also in the report 
generated from information 
from the device – similar to 
a airplane’s black box – was 
that it appeared Sullivan had 
cruise control on at the time 
of the crash, Smith testified.
Reach Sandy Hodson at (706) 823-3226 
or sandy.hodson@augustachronicle.com.

Trial
Continued from 1B

1 driver from fatal wreck released
By Doug Stutsman

Staff Writer

One driver in the June 
1 wreck on River Watch 
Parkway that killed three 
Augusta children has been 
released from jail, while an-
other has yet to make bond.

Christopher Whitehead, 
33, was released Tuesday 
night after posting $20,000 
bond, according to Richmond 
County jail officials. 

Whitehead was arrested 
Monday on charges of dis-
obedience of a traffic control 
device, three counts of vehic-
ular homicide in the second 
degree and driving too fast 
for conditions.

Wade Jackson, 32, was also 
booked into the Richmond 
County jail Monday on charg-

es of disobedience of a traf-
fic control device and three 
counts of vehicular homicide 
in the second degree. 

As of Tuesday evening, 
Jackson remained in jail 
with a bond of $10,000.

Three boys riding in the 
Toyota Corolla driven by 
Jackson died of injuries they 
suffered in the wreck. 

John T. Powell, 8, who was 
Jackson’s stepson, was pro-
nounced dead at the scene. 
Jackson’s nephew, Qumain 
Jones, 9, died several hours 
later at Children’s Hospital 
of Georgia. 

A third child who was a 
friend of the other boys, Eric 
Simon-Smalls, 9, died June 5 
at the hospital.

An investigation deter-
mined both men ran the 

red light at the intersection 
of Stevens Creek Road and 
River Watch at 5:36 p.m.

Police said Whitehead’s 
pickup, which was eastbound 
on River Watch, hit the side 
of Jackson’s sedan, which 
was turning left onto Stevens 
Creek from River Watch. 

On impact, Whitehead’s 
Ram 1500 overturned. Jack-
son’s Toyota Corolla rotated 
clockwise before coming to  
a rest in the westbound 
lanes. 

According to a police re-
port, Whitehead approached 
the intersection at 67 mph as 
Jackson entered the inter-
section at 19 mph, making 
Whitehead unable to stop or 
avoid a collision. 
Reach Doug Stutsman at (706) 823-3341
or doug.stutsman@augustachronicle.com.

Cause of deadly fire 
ruled electrical

A house fire that killed 
a 64-year-old woman in 
Belvedere last week was 
probably caused by an elec-
trical short, authorities said 
Tuesday.

According to a statement 
from Aiken County sher-
iff’s Sgt. Jason Feemster, 
forensic investigators from 
his department and the 
South Carolina State Law 
Enforcement Division have 
determined that the fire 
stemmed from a short in 
the master bedroom of the 
home at 608 Ashley Circle.

The fire was discovered 
about 4 a.m. June 11, Aiken 
County Coroner Tim Carlton 
said in a release last week. 
He identified the victim 
as Debra Hurst, the hom-
eowner.

Woman is airlifted to 
hospital after crash

A Harlem woman was 
airlifted to Georgia Regents 
Medical Center after a sin-

gle-vehicle wreck Tuesday 
afternoon on Dozier Road.

Amy Lee James, 42, of 
Leitner Mill Road, was 
traveling south on Dozier 
Road when her 2004 Jeep 
Wrangler went off the east 
shoulder of the road, ac-
cording to a statement from 
Columbia County Capt. 
Steve Morris. The vehicle 
then overturned and James 
was ejected. She was not 
wearing a seatbelt, Morris 
stated. Her condition was 
not immediately available.

Fire engine, patrol 
car crash en route

An Aiken Department 
of Public Safety fire engine 
and patrol car crashed 
Monday night while re-
sponding to a fire.

Lt. Jake Mahoney said 
the vehicles were heading 
to a structure fire about 9:30 
p.m. when the Ford F-700 
fire rescue vehicle and a 
Chevrolet Impala patrol 
car collided at the intersec-
tion of Park Avenue and 
Chesterfield Street.

The driver of the patrol 
car was taken to Aiken 
Regional Medical Centers 
and later released.

The crash is being in-
vestigated by the South 
Carolina Highway Patrol.

– From staff reports
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