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Electronic 
cigarettes 
must pass 
FDA check

By Tom Corwin
Staff Writer

Alarmed by the number 
of teens using electronic cig-
arettes – which has “skyrock-
eted” in recent years – and a 
“Wild, Wild West” of market-
ing products, the Food and 
Drug Administration moved 
Thursday to regulate them 
and other tobacco products 
by releasing long-awaited 
regulations.

The rules ban all sales to 
those younger than 18 and 
require manufacturers to 
submit applications within 
the next two years. Retailers 
who mix the “e-liquid” used 
in the devices or alter the 
devices could be required 
to apply as manufacturers, 
according to FDA guidance.

The proposed “final rule” 
on regulating those tobacco-
related products, which goes 
into effect Aug. 8, had been 
expected as early as October 
2013. They are based on the 
authority to regulate tobacco 
products given to the FDA in 
a 2009 law and later upheld 
by courts. 

The agency ended the 
sale of those products to 
anyone younger than 18, re-
quired that age be verified 
by photo ID, banned them in 
vending machines except in 
adult-only establishments 
and outlawed free samples. 

FILE/ASSOCIATED PRESS

The FDA moved to ban 
the sale of e-cigarettes to 
those younger than 18. See RYAN on PAGE 8A

GOP speaker 
not ready to 
back Trump

By Erica Werner
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — House Speaker Paul 
Ryan is refusing to support Donald Trump 
as the Republican nominee for president, 
insisting Thursday that the businessman 
must do more to unify the GOP.

The surprise declaration from Ryan on 
CNN amounted to a stunning rebuke of 
Trump from the Republican Party’s high-
est-ranking officeholder.

“I’m just not ready to 
do that at this point. I’m 
not there right now,” the 
Wis con sin Republican 
said. “And I hope to. And I 
want to, but I think what is 
required is that we unify 
this party.”

In a statement, Trump 
said he isn’t ready to sup-
port Ryan’s agenda either.

“Perhaps in the future we can work to-
gether and come to an agreement about 
what is best for the American people,” 
Trump said. “They have been treated so 
badly for so long that it is about time for 
politicians to put them first!”

Even in an election cycle that’s exposed 
extreme and public divisions within the 
GOP, Ryan’s decision to withhold his sup-
port from Trump was remarkable, as the 
GOP’s top elected leader, second in line 
to the presidency, turned his back on his 
party’s presumptive nominee.

Ryan had maintained his silence since 
Trump effectively clinched the nomina-
tion with a commanding win in Indiana 
on Tuesday that forced his two remaining 
rivals from the race. Other Republican 
leaders, including Senate Majority Mitch 
McConnell, offered their grudging support 
for Trump, and Ryan had seemed likely to 
eventually do the same.

Instead he balked, in comments that 
could also reflect concern for his own po-
litical future and potential run for presi-
dent in 2020.

“We will need a standard-bearer that 
can unify all Republicans, all conserva-
tives, all wings of our party, and then go 
to the country with an appealing agenda,” 
Ryan said. “And we have work to do on this 

Ryan

See SENTENCE on PAGE 8A

Obama commutes Augustan’s sentence
By Sandy Hodson

Staff Writer

An Augusta man who has 
served 18 years in federal prison 
on drug charges had his sentence 
commuted by President Obama on 
Thursday.

Steven Bernard Boyd, now 54, 
was arrested on federal drug charg-
es along with brothers Garcia and 
Darryl Winkfield in 1998. The three 
were tried together in U.S. District 

Court in Augusta. Garcia Winkfield 
was acquitted, while his brother 
and Boyd were convicted of con-
spiracy to distribute cocaine and 
possession of cocaine.

Boyd’s attorney, Patrick Clai-
borne, said Thursday that he re-
members Garcia Wink field was 
caught with a box full of cash and 
drugs, but testified he had just 
picked the box up to look inside 
right before the officers arrived.

Darryl Winkfield and Boyd were 

each sentenced to life in prison  
because of two prior drug convic-
tions.

According to coverage by The 
Au gusta Chronicle, U.S. Dis trict 
Court Judge Dudley H. Bowen Jr., 
who presided over the trial, com-
mented on the harshness of the 
mandatory prison terms.

Boyd worked at the Winkfield 
brothers’ business, Car Master 
Paint and Body on Broad Street. 
An undercover operative was sent 
into the business to buy an ounce of 
cocaine three times. When investi-
gators searched Darryl Winkfield’s 

home, they found 4 kilograms of 
cocaine.

Boyd’s prison term will expire 
Sept. 2, according to the White 
House press office. He was one of 
58 people whose sentences were 
commuted by Obama on Thursday.

Obama commuted the prison 
terms as part of a broader push to 
revamp the criminal justice system 
and ease punishments for nonvio-
lent drug convicts.

Eighteen of the 58 had been 
given life sentences, and some have 
already spent decades in prison. 
Most are now due for release Sept. 

2. Others will be released over the 
next two years.

The latest wave – among them 
defendants convicted of either pos-
sessing or dealing cocaine, crack 
and methamphetamine – brings to 
306 the number of people granted 
clemency by Obama, the vast major-
ity for drug crimes. The administra-
tion has said the pace of commuta-
tions is expected to increase as the 
end of Obama’s presidency nears.

The prisoners given commuta-
tions have been “granted a second 

Man serving life will be released

See ECONOMY on PAGE 8A
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Georgia Chamber of Commerce President Chris Clark shares demographic information with 
Augusta-area leaders. He discussed the changes Augusta will see when 2030 arrives.

Forum examines future job market
By Damon Cline

Staff Writer

Whatever metro Augusta is 
doing to attract, educate and 
employ young workers, it prob-
ably needs to do more.

That was the message the 
head of the state’s largest 
business organization had for 
community leaders at a forum 
Thursday.

“You guys are probably 
sick about talking about mil-
lennials; you hear about it all 
the time,” Georgia Chamber 
of Com merce President Chris 
Clark said. “Well guys, they’re 
the next big wave. If you can’t 
keep them here, if you can’t at-
tract them to your community, 
you’re not going to be success-
ful over the long term at filling 
jobs.”

The chamber’s 2030 Town 
Hall Meeting at the Snelling 
Center was part of a statewide 
tour to give communities a 
heads-up for the demographic 
changes that will be affecting 
their economies in 14 years.

“We can either respond or 
react to that change,” Clark 
said. “Or we can try to get in 
front of it and try to lead it.”

Based on the chamber’s 
projections for the Georgia 
side of the metro Augusta 
market, about 45,000 retiring 
baby boomers will be exiting 
the metro area’s workforce by 
2030, and Clark said normal 
job growth in the region might  
not be enough to offset the exo-
dus.

“You need to get used to this 
term ‘replacement jobs,’” said 
Clark, a former deputy commis-
sioner for the Georgia Depart-
ment of Economic Develop-
ment. “What you’re really going 
to need to focus on is creating 

just under 10,000 jobs in this 
region just to keep pace – just to 
keep current full employment.”

Though the metro area’s 
millennial population – people 
who will be between the ages 
of 25 and 44 – is expected to 
increase 13 percent by 2030, 
dwarfing the 2 percent gain in 
the number of “generation X” 
workers, it pales in comparison 
to the 53 percent increase in 
people 65 and older.

Clark said roughly one 
in five area residents will be 
older than 65. Consequently, 
he said, the biggest demand for 
new jobs will be in health care. 
The state chamber projects 
Augusta’s health care labor 
market will increase 17 per-
cent, mostly in nursing-related 
occupations.

The construction industry 
is expected to grow 12 percent, 
followed by the professional/
science/technology sector at 
9 percent and education at 3 
percent.

AUGUSTA URGED TO ATTRACT YOUNG

“We can either 
respond or react to that 

change, or we can try 
to get in front of it and 

try to lead it.”
– Chris Clark, 

on expected demographic changes
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Early risers 
rewarded 
with show 
in night sky

Twilight drops her curtain 
down, and pins it with a star.

– Lucy Maud Montgomery

If you want to see the 
planet Mars at its best, 
look up in the Southern 

sky before dawn.
Mars is very, very bright. 

Sort of orange. 
It is not alone, either. The 

bright white “star” to its left 
is the planet Saturn and the 
smaller red star below it is 
Antares, part of the Scorpio 
constellation.

Antares was very special 
to so many ancient cultures 
– from Persia to China to 
Australia. They all had 
different names for it. (As 
you can imagine, I have dif-
ferent names for getting up 
every morning before dawn 
to see all this stuff.)

BIG PICTURE: George 
Dean, of Augusta, asked 
me whether I had heard of 
the remarkable achieve-
ment of the passenger ship 
Warrimoo in 1899. I had not, 
but this is what he shared.

On Dec. 31, 1899, the ship 
was traveling from Van-
couver to Australia when 
it approached the equator 
near the Interna tional Date-
line.  A first mate named 
Pay ton quickly pointed this 
out to the captain, John 
Phillips, who realized the 
opportunity on this calm 
and clear night. 

They got their readings, 
adjusted their speed and 
made sure the ship was 
positioned precisely at mid-
night. In this way, the Warri-
moo achieved the unique 
feat of being in two different 
hemispheres, two different 
days, two different months, 
two different years and two 
different centuries – the 
1800s and the 1900s. At the 
same time.

Y0UR MAIL: Corky and 
Debbie Holloway, of Evans, 
were in Myrtle Beach, 
S.C., for Corky’s 66th birth-
day: “Enjoying beautiful 
weather on the beach … 
lots of dining, shopping, 
walking and laying on the 
beach. Beautiful sunrises … 
lots of pictures and ‘hand-
holding.’”

Doris Charnock sends 
a postcard from Epworth 
by the Sea on St. Simons 
Island, where she was visit-
ing with the Senior Saints 
of Aldersgate Methodist 
Church.

GETTING OLD? Charlie 
Williams says you know 
you’re getting old when:

● It takes more than four 
minutes to get out of the car.

● When backing into a 
parking spot, you just back 
up until you hear some-
thing.

● You use cruise control 
because your leg fell asleep.

● You use cruise control 
at 25 mph.

● You asked if the dealer 
could install a magnifying 
glass for the windshield.

● Your turn signal has 
been on since 2003.

● Your bumper sticker 
endorses Eisenhower.

TODAY’S JOKE: The pastor 
was taking part in a local 
golf tournament. As he was 
preparing to tee off, the 
organizer approached and 
pointed to storm clouds.

“Preacher,” he said, “I 
trust you’ll see to it that the 
weather won’t turn bad on 
us.” 

The pastor shook his 
head. “Sorry,” he replied. 
“I’m sales, not management!

Reach Bill Kirby at (706) 823-3344 
or bill.kirby@augustachronicle.com.

Bill
Kirby

Columnist

bill.kirby@augustachronicle.com

See STUDENT on PAGE 2B

Young Internet pundit suspended for cyberbullying classmates
By Susan McCord

Staff Writer

The Columbia Middle School 
student who received national at-
tention for his conservative political 
views – including strong criticisms 
of President Obama – has been sus-
pended for cyberbullying two class-
mates, his attorney confirmed.

Internet phenom C.J. Pearson 
is accused of “bullying two white 
female students” on Instagram, 
said attorney Randy Frails, whom 
Pearson retained yesterday.

Pearson posted a video Monday 
on YouTube urging supporters to 
contact the Columbia County Board 
of Education on his behalf. The 

video has more than 70,000 views 
and more than 1,500 Facebook 
shares.

Pearson said Thursday that the 
school system is using an incident 
in which he stood up to two bullies 

to retaliate against him for previous 
clashes he’s had with school admin-
istration.

“They were confronted for what 
they’ve said for so long,” he said. The 
girls’ comments included sexual ref-
erences and “eventually too much 
becomes too much,” Pearson said.

“These girls had brutalized tons 
of innocent girls in the past,” he said.

Pearson said the group Instagram 
chats where the alleged comments 
were made have since been delet-
ed. Another boy and girl were disci-
plined in the same exchange, while 
nothing was done to the pair he calls 
the real bullies, he said.

Pearson said the retaliation is for 
his calling teachers out.

“When teachers are making mis-
takes, they’re going to be held ac-
countable,” he said.

Last year, Pearson posted allega-
tions online that his former sixth-
grade teacher told a class Pearson 
was “not worth saving in a fire.” 

After 25 children were inter-
viewed, Superintendent Sandra 
Carraway said officials were unable 
to verify the teacher made the state-
ment.

Carraway didn’t return a call 
Thursday seeking comment.

Pearson is currently a blogger for 
MTV News and the Huffington Post. 
He’s been profiled by Time magazine 

FILE

C.J. Pearson says he took on two 
bullies and that the school system 
was retaliating against him.

Stalking suspect can stay free
By Sandy Hodson

Staff Writer

A judge rejected a prosecutor’s 
request Thursday to hold without 
bond an Augusta man facing two 
stalking charges.

Raymond Wright, 44, was re-
leased on a $10,200 bond in 2014 
and again in February on the same 
amount.

Assistant District Attor ney 
McKenzie Gray asked Judge J. 
David Roper to revoke Wright’s 
bonds, arguing that he is a danger 
to the community and to women in 

particular.
Wright is charged with stalking 

and terroristic threats for repeat-
edly harassing and threatening 
to kill an ex-girlfriend, Gray said. 
He continued to leave threatening 
messages even after she obtained a 
restraining order, Gray said.

Two years later, while free on 
bond, Wright began stalking and 
threatening another woman who 
had dated him but had broken off 
their relationship, Gray said.

Defense attorney Sadeer Sab-
bak contended that Wright should 
be allowed to remain free on bond 

pending trial. There is no evidence 
Wright tried to contact either 
woman after his arrest, or of any 
violent behavior in his past, Sabbak 
said. Wright, a high school gradu-
ate who attended college for two  
years, is steadily employed, Sabbak 
said.

Roper agreed that Wright can 
remain free on bond with special 
conditions. He is not allowed to 
have contact with either woman, 
and his movement will be electroni-
cally monitored.

Reach Sandy Hodson at (706) 823-3226 
or sandy.hodson@augustachronicle.com.

MORE ONLINE

CRIME MAP: Browse the weekly 
map of crimes as reported 
to the Richmond County 
Sheriff’s Office or search the 
database of all crime reports at 
augustachronicle.com/data/
crimemap.

Man sought over threats 
to body shop employee

Police are seeking an Au gus ta 
man accused of threatening an 
employee at a body shop.

The Richmond County Sher-
iff’s Office issued a warrant for 
Anthony Farmer, 
36, of the 500 
block of 13th 
Street. 

On April 
21, deputies 
responded to 
Kendrick’s Paint 
& Body at 1402 
Broad St., where 
witnesses say 
Farmer verbally threatened 
Thomas Paquette, an employee 
of the business.

Farmer was heard yelling 
obscenities toward Paquette, 
who called law enforcement, the 
police report said. The report 
said Farmer had an unknown 
object in his right hand that was 
covered by an article of clothing. 
When deputies arrived, he had 
already left.

Anyone with information on 
Farmer’s whereabouts can call 
the sheriff’s office at (706) 821-
1010.

Burglar at gas station 
leaves scene with cash

Police are seeking a man who 
broke into a Wheeler Road gas 
station early Wednesday.

Deputies responded to an 
alarm activation at Bryant’s 
Express, 3011 Wheeler Road, 
about 1:30 a.m. and discovered a 
broken front window. A $100 bill 
was found near the broken win-
dow. According to a Richmond 
County police report, an inside 
office door had been kicked 
down and an undetermined 
amount of money was missing.

Surveillance video showed 
a black male wearing a black 
hoodie, gloves and dark jeans 
breaking into the business and 
then leaving three minutes later 
with the cash.

Police seek man who 
broke into Putt Putt

The Columbia County Sher-
iff’s Office is requesting help in 
locating a man who burglarized 
the Putt Putt Fun Center.

About 4:45 
a.m. Thursday, 
an unidentified 
man entered 
the business in 
the 3700 block 
of Martinez 
Boulevard, depu-
ties say. Anyone 
with information 
can contact the Columbia County 
Sheriff’s Office at (706) 541-1044.

The items stolen were not 
listed in a news release.

– From staff reports

ACROSS THE AREA

Farmer

See LATTIMORE on PAGE 3B

By James Folker
Staff Writer

NORTH AUGUSTA — After 
Marcus Lattimore suffered a 
catastrophic knee injury against 
Tennessee in 2012, doctors told him 
he had a 20 percent chance of walk-
ing again. Not playing football again 
– just walking.

It was, the former Gamecock star 
said, the lowest point in his life.

“These past five years, they’ve 
been tough – athletically, mental-
ly. There were times I almost lost 
my faith,” he said Thursday at the 
North Augusta Mayor’s Prayer 
Luncheon.

The year before, he faced career-
threatening tendon tears but had 
bounced back. He had lost both 
grandparents in a matter of months, 
but he rallied through seemingly 
overwhelming grief.

Now it looked like his life was 
over. Why was this happening? And 
why was it happening to him?

He turned to prayer and asked 
for an answer.

“I said, ‘God, whatever you want 
me to do, however you want this to 
pan out, I’m trusting you.’ After that 
moment, I was all in. I didn’t know 
what else to do. I had nowhere else 
to turn,” Lattimore said.

The answer he got became his 
testimony, and he now looks for op-
portunities to share it, he said.

In doing so, he quoted two Bible 
verses, a movie plot and a rap song.

The verses are “Trust in the Lord 
with all your heart and lean not on 
your own understanding” (Proverbs 

3:5); and “When I am afraid, I put my 
trust in you” (Psalms 56:3).

The movie is Miracles from 
Heaven, the story of a little girl 
whose life-threatening illness is 
miraculously healed after a near-
death experience. At the end of the 
movie, her mother says, “Miracles 
are around us every day.”

The rap song, Love Yours by J. 
Cole, reminds listeners to love the 
life they have and the gifts they have 
been given rather than focusing on 
others who appear to have more.

“You’ll never be happy until you 
love yours,” Lattimore said, para-
phrasing the lyrics.

“When I look back, miracles 

were around me every day,” he said.
He remembered a little girl at an 

elementary school whose question 
about how he balanced football, ac-
ademics and faith made him realize 
“I wasn’t doing things the way I was 
supposed to” and led him away from 
being “a Facebook Christian.”

There was his childhood foot-
ball hero in smalltown Duncan, S.C., 
Willy Korn, who suffered through 
his own adversity on and off the 
football field.

Lattimore asked him, “Why did 
you never give up?”

Korn said: “Because I knew you 
were watching me.”

Choking back tears, Lattimore 
said: “And when he said that, (I re-
alized) it’s bigger than me, it wasn’t 
about me.”

A n o t h e r  f r i e n d ,  D y l a n  

Lattimore greets guests at the luncheon. He told his audience to  
love the lives they have and the gifts that they have been given.

Ex-football star shares faith lesson

MICHAEL HOLAHAN/STAFF

Former University of South Carolina star running back Marcus Lattimore shares his story of perseverance 
through struggles during the Mayor’s Prayer Luncheon at the North Augusta Community Center on Thursday. 

MORE ON NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER
➤  Local leaders offer prayers at 

First Baptist Church/3B

Be happy with your 
life, Lattimore says
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