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Rex Foster fishes from Lakeshore Loop bridge at Lake 
Olmstead. Yearly licenses for Georgia residents are $9. 

People caught fishing 
without license rising 

By Doug Stutsman
Staff Writer

Fishing citations are on 
the rise.

Despite costing only $9 
for residents to obtain a 
yearly fishing permit, 467 
Georgia anglers have been 
cited for not having a license 
during the first six months 
of 2015. That total is on pace 
to eclipse the 757 statewide 
tickets last year.

In all, there are approxi-
mately 905,000 licensed an-
glers in Georgia.

“In this day and age, 
there’s really no excuse to not 
have a license,” said Melissa 
Cummings, Georgia DNR 
communications outreach 
specialist. “You can get one 
by phone, online or at numer-
ous shops across the state. It’s 
very quick and simple.” 

Richmond County has 
seen 12 violations from Jan. 

1 to June 30. Burke County 
(7) and Lincoln County 
(2) are next highest in the 
area, while Columbia and 
McDuffie counties have yet 
to see any. 

Penalties vary per county, 
with Richmond County being 
one of the highest in the state. 
In Richmond County, it’s $275 
for residents and $383 for 
non-locals who are caught 
fishing without a license, ac-
cording to Augusta’s solici-
tor’s office.

According to the Georgia 
DNR, anyone 16 and older 
must have a current Georgia 
fishing license in their pos-
session while fishing in fresh-
water or saltwater.

There are only two excep-
tions: A license is not re-
quired to fish in private 
ponds. And a license is not 
required by a landowner and 

See FISHING on PAGE 8A

See SURPLUS on PAGE 8A

SPECIAL

Workers remove industrial transformers from 
a former powerhouse in the D-Area of SRS. In 
2014, five counties received $200,000 each 
from the sale of surplus SRS equipment.

Surplus sales aid economic development efforts
By Meg Mirshak

Staff Writer

Surplus laboratory tools, fire 
engines, electrical turbines and 
other equipment from Savannah 
Ri ver Site are being sold to help 
fund economic development ac-
tivities in five counties.

In 2014, Columbia and Rich-
mond counties and South Caro-
lina’s Aiken, Allendale and 
Barnwell counties received 
$200,000 each from the Savannah 
River Site Community Reuse 
Organ ization, a partnership cre-
ated in 1993 to attract jobs to the 
area and new missions for the 
Cold War-era nuclear weapons 

site.
The counties used the money 

to construct speculative build-
ings to lure companies, purchase 
land for industrial parks or other 
projects, said Rick McLeod, the 
partnership’s executive direc-
tor. Other funds that are not dis-
bursed to the counties are used 
by the organization on workforce 
studies, public forums, meetings 
in Washington, D.C., or across the 
state and other activities.

“We can use the equipment 
to incentivize economic devel-
opment to help companies come 
in,” McLeod said.

SAVANNAH RIVER SITE

READ MORE on Savannah River Site at
augustachronicle.com/topics.
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Police officers enter the Armed Forces Career Center through a bullet-riddled door after a gunman opened fire on 
the building in Chattanooga, Tenn. Four Marines died after two separate attacks a few miles apart Thursday.

Gunman kills 4 Marines
By Lucas L. Johnson 
and Kathleen Foody

Associated Press

CHATTANOOGA, Tenn. — A gun-
man unleashed a barrage of fire at 
a recruiting center and another U.S. 
military site a few miles apart in 
Chattanooga on Thursday, killing at 
least four Marines and sending ser-
vice members scrambling for cover as 
bullets smashed through the windows. 
The attacker was also killed.

Federal authori-
ties said they were 
investigating the 
possibility it was an 
act of terrorism, and 
the FBI took charge 
of the case.

Authorities iden-
tified the gunman 
a s  K u w a i t - b o r n 
Muhammad Youssef 
Abdulazeez ,  2 4 , 
of Hixson, Tenn., 
though the spelling 
of his first name was 
in dispute, with fed-

eral officials and records giving at 
least four variations.

A U.S. official said there was no in-
dication Abdulazeez was on the radar 
of federal law enforcement before the 
shootings. The official was not autho-
rized to discuss the case and spoke on 
condition of anonymity.

The shootings took place minutes 
apart, with the gunman stopping his 
car and spraying dozens of bullets first 
at a recruiting center for all branches 
of the military, then apparently driv-

ing to a Navy-Marine training center 7 
miles away, authorities and witnesses 
said. The attacks were over within a 
half-hour.

In addition to the Marines killed, 
three people were reported wounded, 
including a sailor who was seriously 
hurt.

“Lives have been lost from some 
faithful people who have been serv-
ing our country, and I think I join 
all Tennesseans in being both sick-
ened and saddened by this,” Gov. Bill 
Haslam said.

Authorities would not say how the 
gunman died. FBI agent Ed Reinhold 
said Abdulazeez had “numerous 

weapons” but would not give details.
“We are looking at every possible 

avenue, whether it was terrorism, 
whether it’s domestic, international, 
or whether it was a simple criminal 
act,” Reinhold said.

Within hours of the bloodshed, law 
officers with guns drawn swarmed 
what was believed to be Abdulazeez’s 
house, and two females were led away 
in handcuffs.

A dozen law enforcement vehicles, 
including a bomb-squad truck and an 
open-sided Army green truck carrying 
armed men, rolled into the Hixson 

TIM BARBER/CHATTANOOGA TIMES FREE PRESS

A highway patrolman stands guard as police and emergency vehicles 
crowd Amnicola Highway after a shooting near the Naval Reserve Center.

Gunman 
Muhammad 
Youssef 
Adbulazeez 
was also 
killed.

2 Tennessee military sites attacked; suspect dead

Video leads Deal 
to order review of 
Georgia’s clinics

From Wire Reports

Gov. Nathan Deal ordered 
a review of Planned Parent-
hood and its five clinics in 
Geor gia on Thursday after 
an undercover video made 
by an anti-abortion group 
accused the organization of 
illegally selling body parts of 
aborted fetuses. Later in the 
day, Planned Parenthood’s 
president offered an apology 
for the “tone and statements” 
of a staffer in the video.

Deal’s office said in a state-
ment that the Department of 
Com mu nity Health and the 
Depart  ment of Public Health 
will jointly review the clin-
ics in Georgia to “ensure the 
horrific practice is not occur-
ring here.” He was quickly 
seconded by state Attorney 
Gen eral Sam Olens, who 
also offered to investigate 
the “alarming allegations of 
horrendous practices.”

The video shows Dr. De-
borah Nucatola, Planned 
Par enthood’s senior director 
of medical services, discuss-
ing procedures for providing 
fetal body parts to research-
ers.

Cecile Richards, the 
president of the Planned 
Parent  hood Federation of 
America, gave the apology 
and explained the group’s 
fetal tissue donations in her 
own video Thursday.

“Recently, an organiza-
tion that opposes safe and 
legal abortion used secretly 
recorded, heavily edited 
videos to make outrageous 
claims about programs that 
help women donate fetal tis-
sue for medical research,” 
Richards said.

“I want to be really clear: 
The allegation that Planned 
Parenthood profits in any 
way from tissue donation is 
not true,” she said. “Our do-
nation programs – like any 
other high-quality health 
care providers – follow all 
laws and ethical guidelines.” 
      In the undercover video 
taken a year ago by a little-
known group, the Center for 
Medical Progress, Nucatola 
is seen discussing harvest-
ing body parts to keep them 
intact. She also talks about 
pricing, although there is no 
indication that she or the or-
ganization is trying to profit 
from the fetal tissue.

The commercial sale of 
fetal tissue is outlawed. 
Planned Parenthood, which 
provides abortions and other 
reproductive health services, 
says it legally helps women 
who want to make not-for-
profit donations of their 
fetus’ organs for scientific re-
search.

According to Planned 

PLANNED PARENTHOOD

Dustin Johnson 
has one-shot 

lead as Jordan 
Spieth looms at 

British Open

Sports/1CDAVID J. PHILLIP/ASSOCIATED PRESS
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METRO

SHARE YOUR OPINION 
on the news online at 
augustachronicle.com.

ONLINE 
COMMENTS

PRESIDENT OBAMA’S 
actions reflect a 21st 
century mindset…
The US has to do 
things differently on 
both a domestic and 
international level. 
Opening up access to 
Cuba, limiting Iran’s 
nuclear program and 
implementing prison 
reform in this country is 
LONG OVERDUE.

Posted by specsta at 
3:36 a.m.

IRANIANS WERE dancing 
in the streets, while 
Israel is in fear of its 
existence. That’s all the 
proof you should need 
to determine what kind 
of a “deal” this is. It is 
shameful.

Posted by billcass at 
6:12 a.m.

WATCH THE VIDEO. It is 
obvious that (Planned 
Parenthood is) selling 
the body parts of aborted 
babies. All over a glass of 
Chianti.

Posted by billcass at 
12:13 p.m.

IF THE FLAG can be 
removed because it’s an 
“insult”, then everything 
that insults me should be 
removed, too.

Posted by corgimom 
at 2:58 p.m.

RANTS  
& RAVES

Comments from readers:

AS A MILLENNIAL living 
in Augusta, the torpor 
and ennui this city pro-
vides is incredible! I 
would like to thank our 
geriatric leadership 
for their conventional 
thinking, which allows 
my peers and I time to 
explore other cities in 
search for excitement 
and adventure.  Thank 
you, Augusta!

I AM SO MAD that I went 
to downtown Augusta 
Satur day. I had thoughts 
of visiting some his-
torical locations. Instead, 
what I saw were people 
degrading themselves. 
When I left, I got home 
quick enough to bathe 
twice. Pathetic can’t ex-
plain my visit downtown.

JUST READ WHERE in 
Louisiana, a Wal-Mart 
bakery refused to bake 
a Confederate cake but 
did make an ISIS cake. 
What has happen in this 
nation? I would call it 
politically correctness 
made up by the liberal 
Democratic Party. I will 
never ever vote for any 
Democrat again includ-
ing for dog-catcher. 
Along with this gay mar-
riage law which is not 
Bible. Read it for your 
family’s sake.

ONE OF THE greatest 
threats to the USA has 
briefly retreated, but 
will return in the fall. No, 
it’s not ISIS it’s SCOTUS 
(Supreme Court of the 
United States). Look out 
“Life, Liberty, and the 
pursuit of happiness”!

IF STROM Thurmond 
Jr. thinks the flag at the 
Capitol grounds should 
come down, then he 
should be for changing 
the name of the lake 
back to CLARKS HILL!

THE PRICES at Metro 
Mar ket in downtown 
Augusta are extremely 
expensive!

DRINK more water!

I WOULD LIKE to see 
more VENDORS come 
out and sell things at The 
Annual Breast Cancer 
Awareness Walk.

SHARE YOUR OPINION with 
other newspaper readers. 
Call the Rants & Raves 
line at (706) 823-3397, 
fax your comments to 
(706) 722-7403 or send 
an e-mail to newsroom@
augustachronicle.com.

By Sandy Hodson
Staff Writer

A man who presented 
himself as a qualified con-
tractor after Augusta’s 2014 
ice storm entered an Al-
ford plea to theft charges 
Thursday.

Sean P. Hughes, 49, has 
spent the past year in jail, 
awaiting the disposition of 
criminal charges filed in 
Rich mond and Columbia 
counties. He entered an 
Alford plea Thursday in 
Richmond County Superior 
Court to six counts of theft 
by deception – four felonies 
and two misdemeanors. In an 
Alford plea, the defendant 
does not admit to a crime but 
acknowledges that the pros-
ecution could likely prove 
the charge.

The case against Hughes 
started as a civil matter after 
a homeowner reported giving 
Hughes a down payment for 
work he never completed. 

As the number of com-
plaints grew, a criminal inves-
tigation began, said Assistant  
District Attorney David B. 
Bell.

Hughes claimed to be 
licensed and bonded for 
roofing jobs and home 
repairs.  He also had a 
Facebook page stating he 
was qualified. When one of 
his victims called Hughes 
repeatedly in an attempt to 
get him to return the money 
or finish the job, he tried to 

take out a criminal warrant 
against her, Bell said.

The total in the six cases 
was $13,778. As part of the 
plea negotiation, Hughes 
agreed to monthly pay-
ments.

Hughes said Thursday 
that he got in over his head 
and couldn’t complete jobs, 
especially after he was ar-
rested and jailed. Hughes 
said he did complete 27 
jobs.

Judge Michael N. Annis 
accepted the plea agree-
ment, which credited Hughes 
with the year he has spent in 
jail. He will be on probation  
for 19 years, with compli-
ance hearings every three 
months.

Annis also imposed a spe-
cial condition of probation 
that Hughes not perform any 
residential jobs. 
Reach Sandy Hodson at (706) 823-3226 
or sandy.hodson@augustachronicle.com.

Man gets probation in 
ice storm repair case

LICENSED 
CONTRACTORS

You can check to see 
whetehr a contractor or 
skilled professional is 
licensed by going to the 
Georgia Construction 
Industry Licensing Board 
at www.contractors-
license.org/ga/ga.htm 

You can also check 
with your local city 
or county licensing 
department. 

according to court docu-
ments.

The firm hired a comput-
er forensic expert to analyze 
the firm’s laptop that Moses 
had used. Moses had billed 
numerous people for legal 
services from May 2009 until 
he left in 2011. 

The expert advised that 
exact numbers couldn’t be 
established because Moses, 
who later confessed, had 
used software in an attempt 
to purge all records from the 
laptop.

During the period of his 
misappropriation, the firm 

paid Moses an average salary 
of $178,930. 

Moses paid the firm back 
with interest after a com-
plaint was filed with the 
South Carolina Bar Asso-
ciation.

The disciplinary panel for 
the South Carolina Superior 
Court recommended to the 
state Supreme Court on June 
9 that Moses be punished 
with a one-year suspension 
for violating professional 
ethical standards.

Neither the South Caro-
li na Supreme Court nor the 
Geor gia Supreme Court has 
issued disciplinary action 
against Moses, according to 
the bar associations in each 
state.
Reach Sandy Hodson at (706) 823-3226 
or sandy.hodson@augustachronicle.com.

Attorney
Continued from 1B

Read more news from across the area at augustachronicle.com.Man is acquitted 
in fatal shooting

By Sandy Hodson
Staff Writer

A jury deliberated about 
an hour Wednesday before 
acquitting an Augusta man 
accused of fatally shooting 
a man in the side yard of an 
abandoned house.

Ezra Lay, 42, was found 
not guilty in Richmond Coun-
ty Superior Court in the Oct. 
13, 2013, slaying of 44-year-
old John Marshall.

In her closing argu-
ment, defense attorney 
Olga Izmaylova urged the 
jury to question why Lay 
would go find help after 
seeing Mar shall’s body and 
return to the scene with an  
officer if he had killed the 
man.

I z m a y l o v a  s a i d  t h e 
state’s star witness is an 
admitted crack addict 
who couldn’t even identify 
Lay in court. The witness 
should have been consid-
ered a suspect based on his  
actions that night, Izmaylova 
said.

Assistant District Attorney 
Natalie Paine asked the jury 
in her closing statement 
to consider what deputies 
believed were inconsisten-

cies in Lay’s account of what 
happened that night.

“What a miserable way to 
die, for a rock of crack … (for 
Lay) to pay off his drug deal-
ers,” Paine said.

Lay told investigators 
that he heard a gunshot and 
found Marshall in the weedy 
side yard of 910 Carrie St. He 
went to a nearby convenience 
store and saw a Richmond 
County sheriff’s deputy who 
had stopped for gas. Lay told 
him about a body and led 
him to the site. 

Lay agreed to talk with in-
vestigators afterward. He was 
held on a unrelated weapons 
charge until investigators 
decided they had enough 
evidence to charge him with 
murder.

After the verdict, Judge 
Michael N. Annis told Lay 
that he was to be released 
from jail as soon as possible 
Wednes day night.
Reach Sandy Hodson at (706) 823-3226 
or sandy.hodson@augustachronicle.com.

EXTRAS
GET THE LATEST updates 
and read more crime 
and courts news at 
augustachronicle.com.
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