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Project to get $700,000 in incentives
By Steve Crawford

Columbia County Bureau

Columbia County officials have 
agreed to give $700,000 in economic 
incentives to a project that could 
bring a Wal-Mart “competitor” and 
as many as 500 jobs to the area out-
side of Grovetown near Interstate 
20.

The Columbia County Comm-

ission approved the incentive 
money at its meeting Tuesday 
night. 

According to county docu-
ments, $400,000 will be award-
ed to Blanchard and Calhoun 
Commercial as reimbursement for 
costs associated with infrastructure 
improvements to make way for a 
potential development on Lewiston 
Road at William Few Parkway. An 

additional $300,000 was approved 
for traffic improvements in the 
area.

County documents indicate the 
incentive money will come from a 
“variety of transportation discre-
tionary funds” available for such 
projects.

Commission Chairman Ron 
Cross said the incentive money 
will be paid only after the develop-

ment is completed – if it does come 
to fruition.

Cross described the anchor for 
the development as a retailer hop-
ing to build a 140,000-square-foot 
building that would offer groceries, 
clothing and household items.

“It is supposed to be a large gro-
cery chain,” he said. “This will be 
its largest store of this type east of 
the Mississippi.”

When fully developed, the proj-
ect could bring as many as 500 jobs 
to the area, Cross said.

Commissioner Ron Thigpen 
said the potential tax revenue and 
job growth that the project would 
provide will more than pay for the 
economic incentives provided by 

See INCENTIVES on PAGE 6A

Development could bring large grocery chain to Columbia County READ MORE STORIES and get 
updates about Columbia 

County at augustachronicle.com.

Jackson opts to 
give up his post

By Wesley Brown
Staff Writer

Joe Jackson quit the 
Au gusta Commission on 
Wednesday, citing “family 
and personal circumstanc-
es” in his resignation letter 
to Gov. Nathan Deal.

Jackson, who was elect-
ed to represent District 6 
in 2007, submitted the let-
ter about 4 p.m., saying 
that his departure from 
city politics would take ef-
fect in an hour, commission 
clerk Lena Bonner said. 
     Commission members said 
that for several weeks they 
had heard Jackson, 43, was 
considering an early depar-
ture to care for his daugh-
ter and two sons after his 
wife of 20 years, Mary Bea 
Jackson, died April 27 at age 
43 of complications related to 
breast cancer.

No decision has been 
made on a replacement or 
whether Jackson’s annual 
$15,200 salary will be pro-
rated, Bonner said.

Jackson did not return 
phone calls or messages 

seeking comment.
“Although family and 

personal circumstances pre-
vent me from being able to 
serve Augusta the remain-
ing months of my second 
term, I will continue to sup-
port the City of Augusta and 
consider the nearly eight 
years I served as District 6 
Commissioner as one of the 
most rewarding experiences 
of my life,” Jackson wrote. 

Jackson’s resignation  
letter had yet to be received 
by the governor’s office  
late Wednesday after  - 
noon, spokeswoman Sasha  

See JACKSON on PAGE 6A

AUGUSTA COMMISSION

Joe 
Jackson: 
District 6 
representa-
tive was 
elected to 
serve until 
January.

VIEW A PDF of Jackson’s 
resignation letter at 

augustachronicle.com.

METRO MARKET OFFERS FOOD, WINE AND MORE

Convenience 
store coming 
to downtown

By Jenna Martin
Staff Writer

A new market opening Friday next 
to Augusta Common will let downtown 
shoppers purchase anything from a 
quick meal and a glass of wine to a tube 
of toothpaste.

After nine months of renovation, 
Sprint Food Stores Inc. will open its first 
Metro Market.

The downstairs portion of the 
11,000-square-foot building at 851 Broad 
St. will sell grocery staples, toiletries, 
snacks, wine by the bottle and glass, craft 
beer and gourmet cheeses. The “high-
end convenience store” also includes a 
frozen yogurt bar, a gourmet coffee area, 
and soda and slushy machines.

Touch-screen kiosks will allow shop-
pers to place orders for breakfast, lunch 
and dinner meals that will be prepared 
in an on-site kitchen and paid for at the 
counter.

“We’re hoping it’s not only there for 
convenience and necessity, but that it 
also kind of revitalizes some of down-
town,” said Anna Felz, the director of 
marketing for Sprint Foods and the 
Metro Market.

The store will offer both indoor and 
outdoor seating, including a second-floor 
rooftop patio that overlooks the com-
mon. 

Felz said the business’s liquor license 
allows customers to buy a wine bottle 

See MARKET on PAGE 6A

IF YOU GO 
WHAT: Metro Market
WHERE: 851 Broad 
St.; next to Augusta 
Common 
WHEN: The market will 
be open daily from 
7 a.m. until 9 p.m. 
Monday-Thursday; 7 a.m. 
until 10 p.m. Friday-
Saturday; 9 a.m. until  
3 p.m. Sunday

SARA CALDWELL/STAFF

Cathy DePrizio (right) and Russ Saul (center) look over menus as they order from touch-screen kiosks during an 
open house at Metro Market near Augusta Common. The “high-end convenience store” will open Friday.

Shift manager Tony Henry calls out order numbers at Metro Market. The 
store offers indoor and outdoor seating, including a second-floor patio.

See NUCLEAR on PAGE 6A

Nuclear workers learn 
about medical benefits 

By Meg Mirshak
Staff Writer

For more than a decade, 
John Sullivent worked con-
struction at Savannah River 
Site, where he was exposed 
to asbestos and other inhal-
ants that damaged his respi-
ratory system. Now, he is one 
of thousands of former nucle-
ar weapons workers collect-
ing medical benefits from the 
federal government.

“It made my life a whole 
lot easier,” said Sullivent, 
of Harlem. “I wouldn’t have 
been able to retire if I didn’t 
have the financial assis-
tance.”

Sullivent attended a town 
hall meeting Wednesday at 
North Augusta City Hall, 
where Department of La bor 
officials presented infor-
mation on the Energy Em-
ployees Occupational Ill ness 
Compensation Program. The 
program began in 2001 to 

compensate nuclear work-
ers for work-related medical 
expenses.

Hundreds, mainly former 
Savannah River Site employ-
ees, attended two meetings 
to learn more about filing 
claims. Rachel Leiton, the 
director of the program, said 
by phone Wednesday that the 
meetings were an effort to en-
roll as many eligible people 
in the program as possible.

“We are constantly try-
ing to reach out to people,” 
she said. “Our goal is to pay 
people who are eligible.”

Common illnesses of peo-
ple who receive the compen-
sation are lung cancer, beryl-
lium disease, chronic silico-
sis, asbestosis, emphysema 

FIND MORE NEWS
related to Savannah 

River Site at augusta 
chronicle.com/topics.

NORTH AUGUSTA
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METRO & STATE
RANTS & RAVES

Comments from readers:

TO THE PERSON ranting 
about the SUV passing 
on double lines in a con-
struction zone on Mike 
Padgett Highway: That 
was probably a police of-
ficer in the SUV. So even 
if they do catch him, they 
don’t write each other 
tickets.

IN REGARD TO THEIR want-
ing to do away with the 
Calhoun Expressway, I 
say leave it here because 
if they were to tear it 
down then it would be 
one more place for GRU 
to take over. They’ve 
taken over too much al-
ready. Leave Calhoun 
Ex pressway right where 
it is.

WITH ALL OF THE com-
plaints about the Au-
gusta VA, no one has 
mentioned the lavish 
parties they have at tax-
payer expense. 

THE NEW CHEERIOS ad 
celebrating fathers is 
absolutely wonderful. 
Thank you, Cheerios, 
from this father.

I WONDER WHY Colum-
bia County starts a new 
school year on a Wednes-
day instead of a Monday, 
beginning of the week? 
Doesn’t make any sense 
to me.

CAN SOMEONE PLEASE 
explain why we’ve seen 
at least on three differ-
ent occasions uniformed 
military personnel say-
ing that the general who 
was shot and killed in 
Afghanistan was a non-
combatant?

I ENJOY READING Au-
gusta’s annual itemized 
budget online at www.
augustaga.gov under 
“Your Money.” I also look 
at every check they issue 
each month under that 
same section. The prize 
check for the month of 
June has to be to Bimbo’s 
Bakeries for $2,071. Our 
commissioners drink 
only brand-name bottled 
water and in June they 
spent $1,888.48 with 
Coca-Cola for that privi-
lege. Lots of interesting 
reading on Augusta’s gov-
ernment Web site. 

THE WINNER OF Sunday’s 
tournament in Ohio was 
on Page 3 of the sports 
page in Monday’s paper, 
but Tiger Woods was on 
top of Page 1 and he had 
to withdraw because 
of medical problems. 
Woods has as much 
chance of winning an-
other major tournament 
as Danica Patrick has of 
winning a NASCAR race. 
She couldn’t find the fin-
ish line if it was painted 
across her hood.

DURING THE PERIOD that 
Israel was defending it-
self from Hamas the ter-
rorist organization, there 
were over 2,500 deaths in 
the Syria conflict. I can’t 
remember the U.N. or 
our government shocked 
at the number of deaths 
that occurred there and 
nobody condemned what 
was going on? I wonder 
why there was such an 
outcry against Israel and 
nothing against Syria? 
SHARE YOUR OPINION with 
other newspaper readers. 
Call the Rants & Raves 
line at (706) 823-3397, 
fax your comments to 
(706) 722-7403 or send 
an e-mail to newsroom@
augustachronicle.com.

SHARE YOUR OPINION 
on the news online at 
augustachronicle.com.

ONLINE 
COMMENTS

ISIS IS SHOWN IN THE 
video beheading the 
American journalist. 
They have another one 
captive and say he’s 
next. Isn’t it time we told 
these unholy religious 
genocide fanatics that 
church is out? We should 
give them a response that 
makes them sorry they 
ever heard of America.

Posted by Riverman1 
at 2:42 p.m. Wednesday.

discovered: mass e-mails and 
robocalls by computers don’t 
convince people to vote. Only 
human contact does.

“By far, the best asset we 
have for GOTV efforts is our 
pool of amazing volunteers,” 
Franklin said. “They are 
the ones leading the grass-
roots charge by canvassing 
and phone banking – having 
those one-on-one conversa-
tions with voters that don’t 
just remind Georgians to 
vote, they remind Georgians 
why their vote is so impor-
tant. And with each block 

walked, and each personal 
connection made, Democrats 
are building a foundation for 
victory.”

The Republicans hope to 
have 100 to 150 volunteers 
making calls nightly in each 
of their 10 offices around the 
state. Each volunteer starts 
out reaching neighbors and 
friends to build on personal 
relationships.

“The easiest way to get 
someone to vote is to ask 
them,” Mahoney said.

Information about where 
to vote and how to register 
is available at the My Voter 
Page of the Secretary of 
State’s Web site: mvp.sos.
ga.gov. 

Reach Walter Jones  
at walter.jones@morris.com. 

Elections
Continued from 1B

Stolen truck strikes 
home; 2 men sought 

Aiken County investiga-
tors are looking for two men 
who ran from police after 
crashing a stolen truck into 
a home Wednesday morn-
ing.

An Aiken County sher-
iff’s patrol sergeant at-
tempted to stop the stolen 
Ford truck as it was leaving 
a home in Hunter’s Gate on 
Silver Fox Way in North 
Augusta about 3:40 a.m.

The driver failed to stop, 
then drove off the road, 
striking a parked vehicle 
and then crashing into a 

home in the 5200 block of 
Silver Fox Way, according to 
a news release.

The men – one black and 
one white – ran from the 
truck toward the rear of the 
home.

Investigators and the 
bloodhound tracking team 
were called to the scene, but 
the men could not be found.

The truck had been 
reported stolen from 
Cherokee Drive on Monday.

Anyone with informa-
tion can contact the sheriff’s 
office at (803) 648-6811 or 
Crime Stoppers at (888) 
CRIME-SC.

– From staff reports

ACROSS THE AREA

ACROSS SOUTH CAROLINA

Man arrested in NC 
in beach shooting

MYRTLE BEACH, S.C. — Police 
in North Carolina have 
arrested a man wanted 
in one of eight Memorial 
Day weekend shootings in 
Myrtle Beach.

Myrtle Beach police told 
local media outlets that 
24-year-old Tristan Datre 
Payne is charged with ac-

cessory after the fact of 
attempted murder in a May 
24 shooting at a hotel that 
injured a man.

The Greensboro, N.C., 
Police Department has also 
charged Payne with posses-
sion of a gun by a felon and 
possession of a stolen gun.

He’s also charged with 
failure to appear in court on 
a drug charge.

– Associated Press

Jury acquits 20-year-old 
in 2013 Augusta slaying

By Sandy Hodson
Staff Writer

A young man jailed for 
nearly a year awaiting trial 
on charges of murder was ac-
quitted Wednesday.

The Richmond County 
Superior Court deliberat-
ed for nearly four hours at 
the end of a three-day trial 
before reaching the unani-
mous decision that Killeon S. 
Cooper, 20, was not guilty.

Cooper was arrested 
along with Thaddaeus E. 
Wil liams Jr., 34, and Curtis 
Bonman, 30, in connection 
with the Aug. 27 slaying of 
Charlie Davis Jr., 31.

Davis was unarmed in 
Dogwood Terrace that night 
when, according to witness-
es, three men arrived and 
be gan chasing and shooting 
at Davis. 

Cooper’s defense attorney, 
Sadeer Sabbak of the public 
defender’s office, told the 
jury in his opening statement 
Monday that no witness iden-
tified Cooper as one of the 

gunmen and he didn’t match 
the descriptions of any of the 
assailants.

Sabbak stressed the dif-
ference in the ages of Cooper 
and the other two co-defen-
dants and the victim. 

Cooper wasn’t hanging out 
with Williams or Bonman, 
and was anxiously await-
ing the Army’s basic train-
ing after serving a year in 
the National Guard, Sabbak 
said.

Bonman, who was convict-
ed in June and sentenced to 
life in prison plus five years, 
testified this week that 
Cooper was involved in the 
shooting. 

The men were after Davis, 
who shorted them in a mari-
juana deal.

Williams has pleaded not 
guilty to the charges and is 
awaiting trial.
Reach Sandy Hodson at (706) 823-3226 
or sandy.hodson@augustachronicle.com.

READ PAST STORIES 
about the case at 

augustachronicle.com.
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