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Suspect charged 
in 2012 killing of 
Wackenhut guard

By Bianca Cain Johnson
Staff Writer

The police investiga-
tion into the slaying of 
a  Wackenhut  guard at 
Savannah River Site has 
been closed with an arrest 
after more than two years.

Richmond County sheriff’s 
Lt. Allan Rollins confirmed 
Thursday that Demarkeo 
Jarome Lockhart, 21, has 
been charged in the killing 
of Hester Jackson.

Lockhart was booked 
into the Richmond County 
jail a week ago on charges of 
driving under a suspended 
license. Charges of murder, 
burglary in the first degree, 
possession of a firearm dur-
ing the commission of a 
crime and false statement 
in a government matter have 
since been added.

On the anniversary of 
Jackson’s death last year, 
investigators said the case 
had gone cold, and although 
detectives had an idea who 
it could have been, it would 
come down to someone talk-
ing.

Police said Jackson, 56, 
was fatally shot when he ar-
rived at his home in the 2700 
block of Willis Foreman Road 
from his job at Wackenhut 
Services on Dec. 8, 2012, and 
surprised a burglar. Police 
found his body the next 
morning after he failed to 
show up for work and didn’t 
answer phone calls from his 
wife.

According to Lockhart’s 
arrest warrants, he entered 
Jackson’s home through a 
rear door and removed three 
watches. He then used a 
.380-caliber handgun to shoot 
the victim multiple times in 
the torso.

The warrant also said that 
upon Lockhart’s arrest for a 
traffic violation last week he 
told a sheriff’s investigator 
that his friends “Jay” and 
“Zay” told him they shot and 
killed Jackson while attempt-
ing to burglarize his home. 
Investigators were later able 
to identify Jay and Zay and 
determine the two men were 
in custody at the Georgia 
Department of Corrections 
when Jackson was killed. 
The two men told police they 
never told Lockhart anything 
about Jackson’s slaying.

Jackson was an Air Force 
veteran and had been em-
ployed at Wackenhut for 29 
years. He was described in 
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READ MORE about the 
investigation of 

Hester Jackson’s death at 
augustachronicle.com.

Judge sets bond for 2 
arrested in sex sting

By Sandy Hodson
Staff Writer

A judge agreed to set 
$30,000 bonds Thursday 
for two people arrested this 
week in a sting operation 
that targeted adults seeking 
sexual contact with minors.

R i c h m o n d  C o u n t y 
Superior Court Judge Daniel 
J. Craig denied bond Tuesday 
for 21 of the 22 people ar-
rested in the joint state and 
local undercover Operation 
Mayday. Craig told them, 
however, he would consider 
bond if more information be-
came available.

Defense attorneys for 
Jordan A. Waters, 22, and 
John K. Crowley, 30, con-
vinced the judge that their 
clients could be released on 
bond without endangering 
the community.

Craig had asked to see a 
printout of the communica-
tion between Waters and an 
undercover officer posing 
as a 15-year-old girl, which 
sheriff’s Investigator Mark 
Dobbins provided Thursday. 
Attorney Danny Durham also 
printed text messages from 
the undercover officer and 
Waters’ page on a dating site 
that indicated Waters is a 
quiet young man looking for 
adult companionship.

Waters’ parents and step-
parents pledged to keep a 
tight rein on Waters and to 
get him into counseling.

Craig set the $30,000 bond 
with the condition Waters can 
have no contact with social 
media and he must remain 
within Richmond, Columbia, 

Burke and Aiken counties.
In Crowley’s case, Craig 

said he would reconsider if 
provided proof of Crowley’s 
brain injury and a plan 
to keep him under watch. 
Attorney Sadeer Sabbak of 
the public defender’s office 
brought Craig the records 
that Crowley’s mother could 
access given the legal restric-
tions on the information.

In May 2008, Crowley was 
in a car accident, Sabbak 
said. His brain was injured 
in areas that make decision-
making a challenge and left 
him with the intellectual 
level of a teen.

Craig set a $30,000 bond 
with provisions that Crowley 
must live with his mother 
and remain in the four-coun-
ty Augusta area. He has a 7 
p.m. curfew and cannot have 
a cellphone, computer or 
contact with anyone under 
age 18.
Reach Sandy Hodson at (706) 823-3226 
or sandy.hodson@augustachronicle.com.

A judge agreed to set  
$30,000 bonds for Jordan 
A. Waters, left, and John K. 
Crowley on Thursday.

READ MORE about the 
sting operation that 

resulted in 22 arrests at 
augustachronicle.com.
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North Augusta residents Veronica Harris (from left) and Steve and Gloria Huff look at a map of the proposed 
location of the pipeline with Kinder Morgan representatives Jad Dowdy (bottom right) and Kelley Kahanak. 

Guidance sought on plan

By Tracey McManus
Staff Writer

Five South Carolina lawmakers 
requested guidance from the state 
attorney general this week to deter-
mine whether it would be unconstitu-
tional for a for-profit company to seize 
private land from residents through 
eminent domain in order to build an 
oil pipeline. 

Their question comes as North 
America’s largest energy infrastruc-
ture company, Kinder Morgan, is at-
tempting to build a $1 billion pipeline 
that would transport oil from Belton 
S.C., to terminals in North Augusta, 
Savannah and Jacksonville, cutting 
through 603 private tracts in Georgia 
and 680 in South Carolina. 

Several hundred people at-
tended an open house hosted by 
Kinder Morgan at the North Augusta 
Community Center on Thursday. 
But even as landowners studied 
aerial maps of the proposed route, 
Kinder Morgan Vice President Allen 
Fore said he is also waiting to hear 
Attorney General Alan Wilson’s opin-
ion on the law. 

“It’s not a clearly defined process,” 
Fore said.  

On Tuesday, Georgia Department 
of Transportation Commissioner 
Russell McMurry denied the Palmetto 

Pipeline a certificate of need, which 
is the first of two steps a pipeline com-
pany is required to take in Georgia to 
use eminent domain. 

South Carolina law, however, is not 
as explicit when it comes to pipelines, 
leaving even state officials confused 
as to what rights Kinder Morgan has 
to private property.

“The laws haven’t been looked at 
because there’s been no need to look 
at them until now,” Rep. Bill Hixon, 
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Meredith West with Kinder Morgan (from right) talks with Laura Buchanan, 
Dr. Judy Gordon and Linda Lee at the North Augusta Community Center 
during the company’s information meeting about the proposed pipeline. 

KINDER MORGAN HOLDS OPEN HOUSE

Eminent domain 
for oil pipeline in 
SC is questioned

ONLINE EXTRAS
STORIES: Read more about the 
Palmetto Pipeline plan and the 
public reaction to the proposal at 
augustachronicle.com.
MAPS: See maps of the proposed 
pipeline at augustachronicle.com

Boy Scouts’ president urges end to ban on gay adult leaders
By Molly Hennessy-Fiske

Los Angeles Times

The president of the Boy Scouts of 
America urged the group Thursday to 
end its ban on gay leaders, saying the 
prohibition “cannot be sustained.”

“I truly fear that any other alterna-
tive will be the end of us as a national 
movement,” Robert Gates, the former 
CIA director and secretary of defense, 
said during the group’s annual meet-
ing in Atlanta.

He recommended that local Scou-
ting groups be allowed to decide for 
themselves whether to allow gay lead-
ers.

Advocates of gays in Scouting 
cheered in celebration.

“He’s made it clear that if the Boy 
Scouts don’t make the change on 
their terms, the courts will change 
it on their terms,” said Zach Wahls, 
an Eagle Scout and executive direc-
tor of the advocacy group Scouts for 
Equality.

“Now we need to make sure not 
only does that ban come to an end, but 
that it’s enforced across the country,” 
Wahls said. “There needs to be full 
inclusion for gay adults.”

Gates’ remarks come two years 
after a battle over gays in Scouting 
ended with a vote during the Boy 

Scouts’ national meeting to allow gay 
Scouts but not gay leaders.

Years ago, the Boy Scouts had cre-
ated a youth protection program to 
prevent abuse by leaders that was 
rivaling that in many other youth 
groups and sports teams, said Jay 
Mechling, a professor emeritus of 
American studies at the University 
of California, Davis, and author of On 
My Honor: Boy Scouts and the Making 
of American Youth.

“When they changed the policy 
for minors, everyone knew that this 
couldn’t last very long, because you 
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BRAVES ROLL 
Atlanta earns 
10-1 victory over 
Milwaukee 
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