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CHARLESTON, S.C. — 
Dylann Roof was convicted 
Thursday in the chilling 
slaughter of nine black 
church members who had 
welcomed him to their Bible 
study, a devastating crime in 
a country that was already 
deeply embroiled in racial 
tension.

The same federal jury 
that found Roof guilty of all 
33 counts will reconvene 
next month to hear more tes-
timony and weigh whether to 
sentence him to death. As the 
verdict was read, Roof just 
stared ahead, much as he did 
the entire trial. Family mem-
bers of victims held hands 
and squeezed one another’s 
arms. One woman nodded 
her head every time the clerk 
said “guilty.”

Roof, 22, told FBI agents 
he wanted to bring back 
segregation or perhaps 
start a race war with the 
slayings. Instead, the single 
biggest change to emerge 
from the June 17, 2015, kill-
ings was the removal of the 
Confederate flag from the 
South Carolina Statehouse, 
where it had flown for 50 
years over the Capitol or on 
the grounds. Roof appeared 
with the flag in several pho-
tos in a racist manifesto.

In Roof’s confession to 
the FBI, the gunman said he 
carried out the killings after 
researching “black on white 
crime” on the internet. He 

Jurors find 
Roof guilty 
in shooting
Sentencing phase set for next 
month; death penalty possible

Dylann 
Roof: 
Shooter’s 
defense 
presented 
evidence 
about his 
mental 
state.

A Columbia County mother is working 
hard to provide for her family after a traffic 
accident injured her husband.

“I am now the only one working,” she 
writes, “and I’ve had to pick up a second 
job. I’m not making much money and work-
ing myself to death.

“I know Christmas isn’t about gifts, but 
I want to keep the spirt of Christmas alive 
for my children. Please help. It hurts my 
pride to ask, but I’ll sacrifice that for their 
happiness.”

The Augusta Chronicle’s Empty Stocking 
Fund has helped make Christmas better 
for those who needed it for 86 years. The 
fund has helped people such as this since 
1930. Last year, the charity raised more 
than $100,000 for children and families 

across the region.
Donations are tax deductible.

HOW TO CONTRIBUTE
 ●  Mail donations to The Augusta 

Chronicle’s Empty Stocking Fund, P.O. Box 
1928, Augusta, GA 30903-1928.

 ●  Drop off donations at the cashier’s 
office at The Chronicle News Building, 725 
Broad St., weekdays between 8 a.m. and 
4:30 p.m.

 ●  Donate online at augustachronicle.
com/emptystocking.

– From staff reports

EMPTY STOCKING FUND

MORE ON THE CHARITY 
 ➤  List of donors/1B
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Allen Sanders (right) kneels next to his wife Georgette, 
both of McClellanville, S.C., as they pray at a sidewalk 
memorial in memory of the shooting victims.

WHAT’S NEXT
CHARLESTON, S.C. 

— Dylann Roof was 
convicted Thursday 
of last year’s grisly 
massacre at a historic 
black church that left 
nine parishioners slain 
at a Bible study. Here’s 
a look at what happens 
next:

LIFE OR DEATH: After a 
break for the holidays, 
jurors will reconvene 
Jan. 3 to hear more 
testimony and decide 
whether Roof gets the 
death penalty or life in 
prison. Roof told the 
judge again Thursday 
he wants to act as his 
own attorney during the 
penalty phase.

ANOTHER TRIAL NEXT 
YEAR: Roof faces a 
second death-penalty 
trial early next year 
in state court, where 
he faces nine counts 
of murder. A state 
judge is ordering 600 
prospective jurors to 
report to the Charleston 
County Courthouse 
on Jan. 17 for initial 
screening. His order 
says the trial will begin 
on or after Jan. 30. 

– Associated PressSee ROOF on PAGE 8A

Victoria Belton sat among a 
dozen others in chairs at Dyess Park 
Community Center on Thursday wait-
ing to cross the room to tables where 
navigators from Insure Georgia were 
helping people enroll in health insur-
ance under the Affordable Care Act.

It was the last day to sign up and 
have coverage beginning Jan. 1 and 
Belton came down to enroll for the 
first time even though she thinks there 
is a good chance it will get repealed 
next year, as President-elect Donald 
Trump and leaders in Congress have 
vowed to do.

“You never know, it might not be 
knocked out,” said Belton, 29. Despite 
the uncertainty, turnout was good, 
said LaShanda Johnson, communi-
ty outreach manager with Medical 
Associates Plus at Belle Terrace.

“People are steadily coming in,” 
she said. The Federally Qualified 
Health Center had a table at the 
event to talk to people who do not 
qualify for subsidies to enroll in the 
Marketplace, which is essentially peo-
ple whose income is at the Federal 
Poverty Level or less and who also do 
not qualify for Medicaid.

“We’re here to be a resource” for 
the uninsured, Johnson said.

A peculiar twist of events dropped 
millions of people into this coverage 
gap. The way the federal law was orig-
inally written, subsidies were desig-

nated only for those who earned more 
than 138 percent of the poverty level 
and those below that income would 
be covered by a mandatory expansion 
of state Medicaid programs.

But a 2012 U.S. Supreme Court 
ruling took away the federal govern-
ment’s ability to require Medicaid 
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Sheila Carter (left) of Insure Georgia, helps a woman sign up for the Affordable Care Act medical insurance.

Augustans line up for health insurance
By Tom Corwin

Staff Writer

Liz Wise, of Insure Georgia, uses a laptop to help a woman sign up for the 
Affordable Care Act medical insurance at Dyess Park in Augusta.

GET THE LATEST news on health 
care and read more about the 

sign up at augustachronicle.com.  

See HEALTH on PAGE 8A

The Development Authority of 
Richmond County on Thursday re-
instituted term limits for its officers, 
an acknowledgement of the closer 
scrutiny the Augusta Commission has 
given county boards and authorities.

The issue was raised by the eco-
nomic development authority’s sec-
ond-newest board member, county 
Tax Commissioner Steven Kendrick, 
who said the authority needs “to stay 
in line with what seems to be good 
practices and the way that county 

government seems 
to like the boards to 
be working.”

T h e  A u g u s t a 
Commission voted 
last month voted to 
remove Richmond 
County Board of 
Assessors Chairman 
Charles F. Smith 
from the  $8 2 5  a 

month position he had held for 17 
years.

The development authority’s unan-
imously approved term limits will cap 
officers to two consecutive one-year 

terms, something that – until several 
years ago – was a matter of policy. 
The motion to approve was made by 
Chairman Henry Ingram, who, despite 
having held the chairman position 
for several years, said he supported 
the limit.

“As chairman, I think I have a dog 
in the fight, but I think it’s bigger than 
any chairman or any board member, 
and I don’t want to see us in any back 
and forth with the commission,” he 
said. “Why get in a fight when you’re a 
chihuahua and you’re fighting a bull-

Panel imposes term limits for its officers
DEVELOPMENT BOARD OF RICHMOND COUNTY

By Damon Cline
Staff Writer

Ingram

See BOARD on PAGE 8A

Facebook working to fight fake news
Business, 5A
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Local entertainers are pro-
viding a little Christmas cheer 
and some soothing tunes to 
travelers to the Augusta airport 
through Dec. 23.

It’s a Christmas tradition 
at Augusta Regional Airport 
that started about six years ago. 
Spokeswoman Lauren Smith 
said it’s nice for the travelers 
and gives Augusta a chance to 
showcase some of its most tal-
ented artists. Singers and musi-
cians of all genres fhave been 
scheduled.

On Thursday afternoon, 
Adam Harris Thompson sang 
The Christmas Song while play-
ing the guitar and harmonica. 
Visitors listened along, left tips 

and took videos of his perfor-
mance in front of the airport’s 
massive Christmas tree.

“People really seem to enjoy 
it,” Thompson said in-between 
songs.

He said he likes to include 
Christmas songs in his sets, but 
not too many because some 
people tend to tire of them. It 
also gives him a chance to play 
more easy listening style songs 
than his normal venues in local 
bars. This is his third year per-
forming at the airport. He ad-
mitted to being a little nervous 
the first year, thinking his au-
dience might be stressed from 
traveling and take it out on him. 
The opposite happened.

There was a group that was 
delayed for several hours be-
cause of winter storms. Several 

members walked up and 
thanked him for offering enter-
tainment in what might have 
been a long and boring delay.

“I think they were appre-
ciative to hear something be-
sides the same news repeat 
they’d been hearing for hours,” 
Thompson said.

The musicians play at the 
gate where it’s only accessible 
by travelers, but next week 
Santa will make a special visit 
that will be accessible to all 
visitors. He will be in the main 
foyer of the terminal from 9 to 
11 a.m. Wednesday through 
Dec. 23. All children are invit-
ed to visit with him; ticket not 
required.

Reach Bianca Cain Johnson at (706) 823-
3486 or bianca.johnson@augustachronicle.

com

Christmas cheer, for all to hear
By Bianca Cain Johnson

Staff Writer

Under 40 
group set
to reveal
answers

Forty-eight young Georgians, 15 of them 
from the Augusta area, will reveal their rec-
ommendations for solving the area’s most 
persistent problems Friday.

For five months, the group for has re-
searched Augusta history, met with commu-
nity leaders, toured campuses and neighbor-
hoods and discussed logistics to develop “big 
ideas and innovative solutions” to four chal-
lenge questions, said Kris Vaughn, executive 
director of Georgia Forward, organizer of the 
“Young Gamechangers” program.

The questions involve capitalizing on 
Augusta’s 12 miles of riverfront, leveraging 
the city’s strengths to attract millennials, 
strengthen the city’s connection with Augusta 
University and increase vitality of the urban 
core, and addressing housing needs in con-
junction with the cyber industry and Fort 
Gordon.

Gamechanger groups have made simi-
lar recommendations for the communities 
of Americus-Sumter County and Dublin-
Laurens County and will work in LaGrange-
Troup County next year.

The group will make its recommendations 
from 2 to 4 p.m. Friday at the Paul S. Simon 
Discovery Theater, 1 Seventh St. in downtown 
Augusta. The event is free but an RSVP is 
requested. 

From staff reports

Bill
Kirby

Columnist

bill.kirby@augustachronicle.com

Anyone can do any amount 
of work provided it isn’t the work 
he is supposed to be doing at the 
moment.

– Robert Benchley 

Mr. Benchley (see 
above) is right, you 
know. I was supposed 

to be working on some manage-
ment tasks, but opening your 
mail is more fun. That’s where 
I found a postcard from for-
mer Augusta First Lady Gwen 
Young and husband Mayor 
Bob who were in New York 
City meeting the Trump folks. 
They took a moment to send us 
a postcard and to report “the 
Big Apple is all decorated for 
Christmas! Always fun to be 
here!”

Closer to home, Deborah 
sends a beautiful old postcard 
showing Augusta’s Lenwood 
Hotel, billed as the “new tour-
ist hotel on the famous ‘Sand 
Hills (winter Tourist Centre) 
near Camp Hancock.’ ”

“I found this postcard with 
old items my mother had,” she 
wrote. “I’m not sure of the date 
but thought this would be a 
good conversation piece.”

(Well, it is, Deborah. I 
looked it up in one of Joseph M. 
Lee’s famous postcard books, 
and it appears to be from about 
1917, which means it will be 
100 years old in a couple of 
weeks.)

LAPTOP LIABILITY: I’ve been 
grumbling too much about 
computers lately, and Fred 
Bosarge, of Grovetown, shared 
this:

Life Before Computers…
An application was for em-

ployment.
A program was a TV show.
A cursor used profanity.
And a keyboard was on a 

piano!
And a CD was a bank ac-

count.
And if you had a corrupted 

disk.
It would hurt when you 

found out!
Compress was what you did 

to garbage.
Not something you did to a 

file.
And if you unzipped any-

thing in public.
You’d be in jail for a while!
Log on was adding wood to 

a fire.
A hard drive was a trip on 

the road.
A mouse pad was where a 

mouse lived.
And a backup happened to 

the commode!
Cutting, you did with a 

pocket knife,
Pasting, you did with glue,
The Web was where a spi-

der lived
And a virus was the flu!
Life Was Good Back Then!
(Amen, Fred.)

TODAY’S JOKE: Jim Hope shares 
some holiday humor. At a 
clearance sale, the wife of a 
federal judge found a tie that 
was a perfect match for one of 
her husband’s sports jackets. 
Soon after, while the couple 
was vacationing at a resort 
complex to get his mind off a 
rather complicated cocaine 
conspiracy case, he noticed 
a small, round disc sewn into 
the design of the tie. The judge 
showed it to a local FBI agent, 
who was equally suspicious 
that it might be a ‘bug’ planted 
by the conspiracy defendants. 
He sent it to headquarters in 
Washington, D.C., for analysis.

Two weeks later, the judge 
phoned the Washington office 
to learn the results of their 
tests.

“We’re not sure where the 
disc came from,” the FBI told 
him seriously, “but we discov-
ered that when you press it, it 
plays Jingle Bells.”

‘Tis season
mailbag is
a welcome
diversion

MICHAEL HOLAHAN/STAFF 

Adam Harris Thompson plays his guitar and sings for holiday travelers waiting to board their 
flights Thursday afternoon. He said he has found that travelers welcome the entertainment.

Gamechanger group tasked
with solving area problems

Sheriff ’s Office
investigating 3
armed robberies

By Bianca Cain Johnson
Staff Writer

The Richmond County Sheriff’s Office is 
dealing with a slight crime wave from pack-
age thefts to armed robberies as Christmas 
approaches.

“This is the time of the year where we do 
have an increase in crime and we know it,” 
Lt. Allan Rollins said.

Tuesday evening deputies responded to 
three incidents at businesses that Rollins 
said didn’t appear related.

The first was reported at Dollar General, 
3134 Wrightsboro Road, at 8:30 p.m. An em-
ployee told police a man with a gun threat-
ened him if he didn’t hand over the money. 
The store’s manager, who had been stock-
ing shelves, ran and hid in the office. The 
man, who was dressed in a hoodie, gloves 
and mask, left with cash from the register 
and safe.

Twenty minutes later, three employees 
at O’Reilly Auto Parts, 2488 Tobacco Road, 
found themselves facing two armed men 
seeking cash. The men, who were wearing 
hoodies and masks, left with cash from the 
safe. At 9:52 p.m. two men with a handgun 
came into Family Dollar, 3258 Wrightsboro 
Road. Several inside the store hid and called 
911. The men, one of whom was wearing a 
hoodie and bandana over his face and the 
other an Atlanta Braves hat, walked to the 
sales counter, looked around and left with-
out taking anything. Armed robberies are 
just one of several crimes that tend to see 
increases during the holidays. Deputies have 
also responded to several burglaries of busi-
nesses over the past few weeks and are see-
ing more cases of vehicle thefts, theft from 
vehicles and theft of packages from homes.

Rollins said the sheriff’s office is caution-
ing the public to take the time to secure their 
vehicles and remove items from view. This 
does not include throwing a blanket or jacket 
over the items, he said. 

Thieves are onto that trick. Many of the 
cases police are seeing involve unlocked 
vehicles or vehicles that are left running to 
“warm up.” Police are also asking the public 
to be mindful of “porch pirates,” who use 
the Christmas package delivery season to 
score free gifts for themselves. When pos-
sible, police recommend working with the de-
livery service to make sure someone is home 
when packages are delivered or arrange for 
a neighbor to pick them up.

After Christmas, police warn residents to 
be mindful of setting large boxes displaying 
pictures of your a new television, laptop or 
gaming system by the curb, which couldpro-
vide a potential burglar with a wish list of 
items to steal.

MUSICIANS PERFORM AT AUGUSTA REGIONAL

EMPTY STOCKING LIST
Previously acknowledged .................$62,093.55
In memory of Regena, HuLinda  

and Geneva ......................................................$100
Hephzibah United Methodist Men .....................$100
Richard ..................................................................... $5
In memory of Jimmy Stewart ..............................$50
In memory of Catherine A.  

Broome from Family and friends ..................$400
In memory of Wesley and Juanita  

Widner from Children and  
Grandchildren ...................................................$100

Merry Christmas-Employees  
at Scale South, Inc. .........................................$300

Lance Caspersen ...................................................$50
James Cadieux, Jr. ...............................................$500
Payroll Plus ............................................................$25
Betty and L.B. Jones, Jr. ........................................$25
“God Bless us, Everyone” ...................................$100
In honor of Carolyn and Ed Perry ........................$15
P & P Sales, Inc ...................................................$200
In memory of my dad, William A. Garrett .........$20
In memory of Tony McClellan ..............................$25
In honor of my brother, Dewey F.  

Terry from Polly Schutte ...................................$50
In memory of Karen Hayes ................................$100
Anonymous ............................................................$40
Robert and Cynthia Rickman ..............................$25
Anonymous .............................................................. $9
In memory of Sammie L. Owens,  

Joe R. Owens and Cynthia F. Owens ...............$25
In memory of Nellie T. Powell .............................$50
In memory of Robert R. Todd ..............................$25
Gethsemane Baptist Church  

Ushers Ministry ..................................................$25
C. William and Darlene Blosser ........................$100
The students of H.H. Piano Studio ......................$50
Josephine and Joe Banks .....................................$60
Frank and Eleanor Barbee ...................................$50
Tsutomu Taira ........................................................$50
In honor of Thomas Watson and  

Lucy Elizabeth Keith Millican .........................$750
In memory of Tammy Johnson ............................$50
Total today .............................................$2,674
Total this year .................................$64,767.55

Judge accepts plea 
for child sex charge

An Augusta man accused of showing 
pornographic cartoon characters to two 
small girls pleaded guilty Thursday to at-
tempted child molestation.

Augustus J. Bush, 23, pleaded guilty in 
Richmond County Superior Court to the 
single charge that was reduced from two 
counts of child molestation.

Judge J. David Roper accepted the 
plea negotiation, giving Bush credit for 
the 637 days he has spent in jail since his 
arrest and imposing a 10-year probation 
term.

Bush was arrested after showing 
8- and 10-year-old girls pornography 
and discussing sex with the children 
in March 2015, said Assistant District 
Attorney McKenzie Gray.

At the time, Bush,who lived in same 
apartment complex as the children, was 
in mental health court after pleading 
guilty to theft in 2013.

Bush has mental and intellectual 
problems from being born with fetal 
alcohol syndrome, said defense attorney 
Sadeer Sabbak.

Bush was unable to finish high school 
and repeatedly failed grades. He has also 
been diagnosed with mental health dis-
orders and illness, such as schizophre-
nia, Sabbak said.

Bush told the judge he understood he 
will have to register as a sex offender.

– Sandy Hodson, Staff writer

ACROSS THE AREA

GET UPDATES ON crime and courts 
in the Metro Augusta area online  

at augustachronicle.com.
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