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COMMISSIONERS QUESTIONED ABOUT FAMILY Y
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BICYCLE BOON
BRAG visitors give Burke County a boost
See additional photos and briefs on pages 15 & 16

By Roy F. Chalker Jr.
rchalker@bellsouth.net

Patrick Neil Brogan will be retried on charges of at-
tempted child molestation after a Burke County Superior
Court jury was unable to reach
a verdict in last week’s trial.
Brogan was found not guilty
of child molestation, but
Judge David Roper declared
a mistrial on the count of at-
tempted molestation when the
jury reported itself to be dead-
locked.

A spokesman for the Dis-
trict Attorney’s office in Au-
gusta said this week that Bro-
gan would be retried on the
attempt case along with 50
counts of sexual exploitation
of children. According to Sgt.
Matt Raulerson, who investigated the case for the Burke
County Sheriff’s office, “more than 100 videos” featur-
ing sexual acts between grown men and young boys were
found on Brogan’s computer and thumb drive.

In the molestation case itself, Brogan had been charged
after the mother of a seven year-old boy found Brogan in
the child’s bed after he (Brogan) had been invited to spend
the night on the family’s sofa after having too much to
drink.

There was no evidence presented during the trial to in-
dicate that any sexual contact took place between Brogan
and the boy, and the jury was unable to agree on the charge
of criminal attempt-child molestation. No date has been
set for the re-trial, which will also include the exploita-
tion charges.

By Anne Marie Kyzer
annemariek@thetruecitizen.com

The CRCT is history.
The standardized test, which

has been given to Georgia el-
ementary and middle school stu-
dents for more than a decade, is
being replaced next school term
with the Georgia Milestones
Assessment System.

The Georgia Milestones will
replace the Criterion Refer-
enced Competency Test (CRCT)
and the End of Course Tests
(EOCTs) taken in high school,
bringing all students under the
same testing umbrella. It’s de-
signed to be more aligned with
the new performance standards
the state Department of Educa-
tion has been phasing in over
the last several years.

Angela Williams, assistant
superintendent of Burke County
Public Schools, said students
will still be tested over the same
material but in a different way
to make sure they understand it.

CRCT replaced in public schools
For example, standardized

tests administered in the past
consisted mainly of multiple-
choice questions, but the new
tests contain open-ended ques-
tions such as short-answer and
essay. Students may also be
judged on their writing skills on
some of their answers.

“The standards have not
changed,” Williams explained.
“It’s the way they are testing the
students. It’s making it more
difficult for them to eliminate
and guess. Their correct answers
will be an indication that they
truly do understand.”

Williams said she wouldn’t be
surprised to see a slight drop in
scores as the Georgia Milestones
system is put into place, simply
because students are adjusting to
the change.  But regardless, she
said the goal remains to teach
the standards and not “teach the
test” to ensure students are
grasping what they need to in
each grade or course.

WHAT’S DIFFERENT?
Elementary and middle school students will take the new
Georgia Milestones tests each spring to wrap up the
school year, just as they did the CRCT. But the test will
have four sections instead of five, as reading and En-
glish/Language Arts have been combined, according to
BCPS testing director Gray Kicklighter.
High School students will still take tests at the end of
courses in certain subject areas, like science, math, his-
tory and English, just as they did before. Williams said
these students will not notice as much change this year.

GOING PAPERLESS
The Georgia Milestones tests will ultimately be adminis-
tered online as opposed to the paper versions of tests
students took in the past.
This could prove a challenge to a number of school sys-
tems, as they try to provide enough computers and other
devices to administer the four-part test to all their stu-
dents in a nine-day window, Kicklighter said. Therefore,
the online administration will be phased in over the next
five years.  Williams said Burke County should be in good
shape, though, as the school system has been adding
more computers and iPads over the past several years
as well as increasing the system’s Internet capabilities.

STANDARDIZED TESTS
By Roy F. Chalker Jr.
rchalker@bellsouth.net

Business owners in the unincorporated areas of Burke
County won’t have to pay an “occupational tax” after
all.

County commissioners voted last Tuesday to repeal an
ordinance which would have gone into effect July 1. An
occupational tax is basically a business license with fees
based on the number of employees.

Citing the cost of implementing and enforcing the tax,
as well as the additional burden it would place on busi-
nesses, the panel voted 3-2 to repeal the ordinance which
was originally passed in September of last year.

Chairman Wayne Crockett questioned planning officials’
estimate of as many as 600 businesses which would pay
the new fees. He said he believed the number would be
much lower and the cost of enforcement would be higher
than anticipated.  Commissioners Terri Lodge Kelly and
Lucious Abrams argued that the tax program would pro-
vide valuable information about the location of businesses
across the county and be helpful in implementing a county
zoning plan.

Planning commission chairman Leon Bynes had ex-
pressed his strong support for the tax at a commission
work session on June 4. At that time Bynes said there
were a number of unknown and unregulated businesses
throughout the county and that the implementation of the
tax and the information it would produce would be vital
in future planning for the county.

Commissioners George DeLoach and Allen DeLaigle
joined Crockett in voting to repeal the ordinance.

Patrick Brogan

By Elizabeth Billips
lizbillips@yahoo.com

Waynesboro City Council has
upheld the firing of a policeman
accused of making false state-
ments.

Monday night, five subpoe-
naed officers including a GBI
agent were at City Hall for an
appeal hearing requested by
former patrolman Chad Hulsey.

Hulsey, however, never
showed.

The 25-year-old officer was
fired by Chief Augustus Palmer
III in March – a month after he
wrecked a patrol car into a tree
at his Augusta home and failed
to report it for three days.

Hulsey claimed to have slid
backwards down his frozen
driveway during the ice storm.

DID HE LIE?
Fired officer loses appeal to council

He said he
didn’t imme-
diately realize
the car was
damaged and
reported it as
soon as he did.

“It wasn’t
really that big
of a deal at
that point,”
City Adminis-
trator Jerry
Coalson said
after the meet-
ing.

But inconsistencies in
Hulsey’s story reportedly began
surfacing as the accident was
investigated.

Hulsey requested a polygraph
to back up his claims; but that

only made
things worse
for him.

According to
a letter written
to Hulsey from
City Adminis-
trator Jerry
Coalson, the ex-
aminer believed
the young of-
ficer was trying
to “beat” the
polygraph.

“The exam-
iner noted ob-

vious attempts to disrupt the
exam – moving your head,
changing breathing patterns
....,” his letter stated. “You
eventually admitted that others
had told you how to beat a poly-

graph exam.”
Hulsey denied the accusation.

“If I were guilty of lying, would
I have suggested a polygraph
test?” he asked rhetorically in
his written appeal.

Coalson later said Hulsey,
who was hired in Sept. 2012,
had a history of citizen com-
plaints about his driving, in-
cluding talking on his cell
phone and turning a doughnut
in a parking lot.

Hulsey, however, maintained
he’d been wrongfully termi-
nated.

In his official letter of appeal,
he argued that he’d been the vic-
tim of the “good ole boy”

BURKE COUNTY NIGHT
WITH THE AUGUSTA GREENJACKETS
THURSDAY, JUNE 19
The Greenjackets will take on the Asheville Tourists at 7 p.m. ... but the
action starts at 6:20 p.m. with a parade of youth players from the Burke
County Recreation Department. The first 150 fans through the gate will
get free bird dog sunglasses and thundersticks. There will be games and
activities featuring Burke County residents. Discounted tickets are avail-
able for $5 at the chamber office and the Burke County Recreation De-
partment. For more information  call 706- 554-5451 or 706-554- 5210.

Chad Hulsey

HUNG JURY
Retrial in order for
child molestation case

Commissioners say
‘no’ to business licenses

3-2 VOTE
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