
Trinity Hospital says some patient information stolen by hackers Business/5A

Tuesday, August 19, 2014$1 augustachronicle.com THE SOUTH’S OLDEST NEWSPAPER – EST. 1785

INDEXDEATHS
Ask Amy 4D
Bill Kirby 1B
Business 5A
Classified 1-3D

Comics 5D
Editorial 4A
Metro 1-3B
Obituaries 4B

Rants & Raves 2B
Sports 1-6C
Television 4D
Your Life 6B

Lois A. Abbott  
Beech Island

Paul E. Clark Aiken
Polly A. Clark Duluth, Ga.
Winifred Mills Augusta
Patrick J. Oliver Augusta
Sara E. Rabun 

Warrenville
Richard Sundberg 

Florida

WEATHER
High: 92 
Low: 71
Weather, 6D

ALSO INSIDE

Hospitals monitor Ebola outbreak in West Africa
Metro/1B

‘MAJOR STEP’
Iraqi dam retaken from 
militants with US air 
support, Obama says 

World/3A

Deadline to 
comment on 
possible loss 
of jobs looms

By Wesley Brown
Staff Writer

The Augusta area appears 
pretty confident that the ad-
dition of cyber intelligence 
missions over the next five 
years at Fort Gordon will 
protect it from losing nearly 
4,700 civilian and military 
jobs to proposed Army cuts.

With only a week left 
for the public to challenge 
an Army assessment that 
proposes the loss of at least 
70,000 jobs nationwide – in-
cluding 4,683 at Fort Gordon 
– no opposition has been 
shown from the post’s sur-
rounding communities, said 
Cathy Kropp, a spokeswoman 
for the Army Environmental 
Command at  Fort  Sam 
Houston in Texas.

“So far we have received 
approximately 17,000 com-
ments,” Kropp said in an e-
mail about the responses the 
command has received about 
the proposal nationwide. “I 
have not seen any from Fort 
Gordon communities.”

All public comments 
must be submitted by next 
Monday.

After that, Kropp said, 
all comments will be sum-
marized and public listen-
ing sessions will be held this 
winter for local communities 
to express concerns at each 
of the 21 military bases evalu-
ated for cuts, before Congress 
and the president approve a 

See WORKFORCE on PAGE 6A

FORT GORDON

HAVE CONCERNS?
Find out how to send 
your comments about the 
workforce reduction/6A

ONLINE EXTRAS
HISTORY: Read previous 
stories about Augusta 
Animal Services at 
augustachronicle.com.
TOPICS: See what the 
Augusta Commission 
has to say about the 
Animal Services turmoil 
on its topics page at 
augustachronicle.com/
topics.

Vote on animal ordinances delayed

Sharon Broady, 
head of animal 
services, cited 
ordinance mis-
understandings.

By Tracey McManus
Staff Writer

Proposed changes to county 
animal ordinances, which have 
not been updated in 35 years, 
have been pushed back another 
two weeks because of confu-
sion between Augusta Animal 
Services advisory board mem-
bers and the shelter’s director. 

The 10-member advisory 

board voted on revisions to the 
ordinances in March 2013, but 
the package has been stalled 
in the law department’s review 
process ever since. 

The proposed changes, 
which include a mandatory 
spay and neuter law, were fi-
nally presented to the Augusta 
Commission in June, but com-
missioners voted to move the 
ordinances to a public safety 

committee meeting for discus-
sion. 

The ordinances were to go 
before the committee today, but 
the item was pulled when sev-
eral advisory board members 
noticed certain wording had 
been changed on key aspects 
of the ordinances without their 
knowledge. 

“I would think, since we 
are appointed by our commis-

sioners, that when we propose 
something that is logical and 
reasonable that we would be 
listened to and that changes 
wouldn’t just be arbitrarily 
made,” board member Willene 
Colvin said. 

“I don’t know why we weren’t 
given notice that changes were 
going to be made to what the 

See ANIMALS on PAGE 6A

Board says changes to wording of proposed revisions were not discussed
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Georgia Regents student Lauren Serrano, the daughter of Cuban-born parents, has become 
the first in her family to attend college and has fulfilled her parents’ greatest wish for her.

College dream often hard to fulfill
By Tracey McManus

Staff Writer

In the weeks leading up to 
her first day of college, Lauren 
Serrano had the typical jit-
ters.

She was afraid of getting 
lost on campus, unsure about 
what her professors would 
expect from her and nervous 
about taking on a full course 
load her first semester. 

All of those anxieties aside, 
what Serrano, 18, felt more 
than anything was pride. The 
daughter of Cuban-born par-
ents, Serrano has become the 
first in her family to attend 
college, and with that accom-
plishment, has fulfilled her 
parents’ greatest wish for their 
child.

“They always told me they 
wanted me to do better than 
they did, that if they had the 
opportunity to go to college 
they would have and that I 
shouldn’t pass it up for any-
thing,” Serrano said. “They 
want me to do something with 
my life and get farther than 
they did.” 

As the fall semester com-
menced Monday at Georgia 
Regents University, it brought 
more than 760 freshmen to 
campus, many of them first-
generation college students. 

These students, widely de-
fined as those whose parents 
did not receive a four-year de-
gree, are attending college at 
higher rates than ever before, 
but require more support to 
complete a degree than other 
students. 

Today about 30 percent of 
students enrolled in postsec-
ondary institutions are first 
generation, but 89 percent of 

See FIRST on PAGE 6A

FIRST-GENERATION STUDENTS ON RISE

MORE ON SCHOOLS
Aiken County students 
head back to class/1B
College students look for 
ways to save on books/5A
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BROWSE SLIDESHOWS and submit photos from the 
first week of school at augustachronicle.com.

MONDAY’S DEVELOPMENTS
FERGUSON, Mo. — Michael Brown 

suffered a bullet wound to his right arm 
that might indicate his hands were up or 
his back was turned, but “we don’t know,” a 
pathologist hired by his family said Monday.

An independent autopsy determined that 
Brown was shot at least six times, including 
twice in the head, the family’s lawyers and 
hired pathologists said. Witnesses said 
Brown’s hands were above his head when he 
was shot by an officer Aug. 9 in Ferguson.

Forensic pathologist Shawn Parcells said 
a bullet grazed Brown’s right arm. He said 
the wound indicates Brown might have had 
his back to the shooter, or he could have 
been facing the shooter with his hands 
above his head or in a defensive position 
across his chest or face.

Missouri’s governor lifted a neighborhood 
curfew in Ferguson on Monday but called in 
the National Guard to help restore order.

– Associated Press

Obama calls 
for review of 
programs in 
wake of riots

By Jim Kuhnhenn
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Calling for a sharp sepa-
ration between the nation’s armed forces and 
local police, President Obama on Monday 
urged a re-examination of programs that 
have equipped civilian law 
enforcement departments 
with military gear from the 
Pentagon.

The transfers have come 
under public scrutiny after 
the forceful police response 
to racially charged unrest in 
Ferguson, Mo.

Amid video images of 
well-armed police confront-
ing protesters with combat 
weapons and other surplus 
military equipment, Obama 
said it would be useful to re-
view how local law enforce-
ment agencies have used 
federal grants that permit them to obtain 
heavier armaments.

“There is a big difference between our 
military and our local law enforcement, and 
we don’t want those lines blurred,” Obama 
told reporters at the White House. “That 
would be contrary to our traditions.”

Obama’s remarks came as he called for un-
derstanding in the face of anger in Ferguson 
in the wake of a police shooting of an un-
armed 18-year-old black man. Obama said 
the vast majority of protesters in the St. Louis 
suburb were peaceful but a small minority 
was undermining justice for the shooting vic-
tim, Michael Brown.

See FERGUSON on PAGE 6A

President 
Obama called 
for unity in 
moving past 
the riots in 
Ferguson.

CASHING IN
Man in Black’s boyhood 
home returned to its 
Depression-era origins 

Your Life/6B
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49th state 
tops our 
50-state 
roundup

Alaska itself is an unusual 
state.

– Fareed Zakaria

Most area schools 
are back in session 
and vacation days 

are over. Your summer post 
cards have shown that you 
like to visit every state in 
the union, including the big-
gest – Alaska. 

The 49th state leads our 
50-state roundup, including 
a note from Dave and Judy 
Kriegel, of Evans, who were 
having a wonderful time on 
the Norwegian Sun cruise.

Speaking of “49th,” 
Charles and Mary Reeves, 
of Harlem, were in Destin, 
Fla., marking their 49th an-
niversary.

Ellen Sloane sent greet-
ings from Maine, and Jane 
and Bill Cashin were fol-
lowing the path of Lewis 
and Clark down the Snake 
and Columbia rivers in 
Washington and Oregon.

Ben and Ann Griesel, of 
Martinez, sent two cards 
from South Dakota, which 
they describe as a “beauti-
ful and clean state.”

Ed and Deb Presnell 
went to Ray Guy’s Hall of 
Fame ceremony and sent 
a card from Cleveland, 
where they saw a baseball 
game. Gwendolyn and Keith 
Parker, of Aiken, spent 
“a wonderful two weeks” 
in Wisconsin, where they 
volunteered at an Oshkosh 
air show, saw whooping 
crane training near Berlin, 
visited the Green Bay 
Packers’ training camp; and 
found ripe cherries in Door 
County.

Sue Gaither, of Aiken, 
saw the Mariners defeat 
Baltimore at Seattle’s 
Safeco Field. Bob and 
Diana Hess, of Evans, were 
“chill-laxin’ ” and having 
an awesome time in Belize. 
Amanda Wicklum, of Evans, 
spent a month in New York 
City and “enjoyed every 
minute of it.” They spent 6½ 
hours at the 9-11 Museum 
(“God Bless America!”)

Finally, leave it to Frank 
(and Genie) Spears to send 
a unique summer vacation 
message – a plastic bottle 
from Hawaii. I popped the 
bottle’s cork and pulled out 
the rolled-up letter inside. 
It read: “Help! Stranded in 
Maui because of hurricane! 
There was also an earth-
quake. Other than that it’s 
been a fabulous week.”

(Frank was probably 
selling them insurance poli-
cies.)

STAR GAZING: If you look to-
ward the east around 7 a.m., 
you’ll see what looks like 
two big stars almost touch-
ing. They’re really planets: 
Venus, the brighter one, and 
Jupiter.

HISTORY VIDEO: This week’s 
history video features 
the mystery of Hamilton 
Lewis, the Augusta orphan 
who went on to represent 
two states in Congress. It’s 
under Kirby’s Augusta on 
YouTube.

TODAY’S JOKE: Jake had 
proposed to young Gina and 
was being interviewed by 
his prospective father-in-
law.

“Do you think you are 
earning enough to support 
a family?” the older man 
asked the suitor.

“Yes, sir,” replied Jake, 
“I’m sure I am.”

“Think carefully now,” 
said Gina’s father. “There 
are 12 of us.”

Reach Bill Kirby at (706) 823-3344
or bill.kirby@augustachronicle.com.

Bill
Kirby

Columnist

bill.kirby@augustachronicle.com

See EBOLA on PAGE 2B

Sheriff’s office to share 
burgers with residents

The Richmond County Sheriff’s 
Office is inviting the public to share 
a hamburger while learning about 
the department.

The Burgers and Shakes event 
is planned for Thursday from 11 
a.m. to 2 p.m. at Augusta Common. 
The luncheon is free. No tickets are 
required.

Sheriff Richard Roundtree and 
representatives from various de-
partments within the agency will  
be at the event to answer questions 
or to address concerns regarding  
the inner workings of the depart-
ment.

Police continue search for 
man who robbed car wash

Police continued to search 
Monday for a masked man who 
made off with cash after pulling a 
weapon on an employee at a south 
Augusta car wash.

Deputies were called to Lulu’s 
Car Wash, at 3129 Peach Orchard 
Road, about 9 p.m. Sunday after the 
robbery.

An employee said a black man 
wearing black pants, a black hoodie, 
a mask and gloves entered the busi-
ness with a handgun and left with 
the cash.

– From staff reports

ACROSS THE AREA

2nd slaying 
suspect’s trial 
gets started

By Sandy Hodson
Staff Writer

The trial began Monday for the 
second of three men charged with 
murder in the fatal shooting of an 
unarmed man in Dogwood Terrace 
last year.

Killeon Cooper, 20, has plead-
ed not guilty in Richmond County 
Superior Court, and according to his 
defense attorney, Sadeer Sabbak of 
the public defender’s office, no physi-
cal evidence links Cooper to the Aug. 
27, 2013, slaying of Charles D. Davis.

Davis, 31, was shot at multiple 
times that night in the Dogwood 
Terrace public housing complex. The 
fatal bullet passed through his hips 
from one side to the other.

In her opening statement to the 
jury Monday, Assistant District 
Attorney Melissa Marks said Cooper’s 
former co-defendant, 30-year-old 
Curtis Bonman, will testify about what 
happened when Bonman, Cooper and 
Thaddaeus Williams, 34, went to con-
front Davis over a bad drug deal.

A jury convicted Bonman of mur-
der and weapon charges in June. He 
is serving a sentence of life in prison 
plus five years. Marks told the jury 
Bonman has nothing to gain by tes-
tifying. 

The only agreement is that his tes-
timony would not be used if Bonman 
is successful on appeal and wins a 
new trial.

Bonman cannot be trusted, 
Cooper’s lawyer told the jury in his 
opening statement. Bonman, the only 
suspect witnesses told sheriff’s inves-
tigators about, changed his story seven 
times. The latest version is full of 
contradictions and lies, Sabbak said. 
     Testimony continues today in 
Cooper’s trial. Williams has pleaded 
not guilty. He will be tried at a later 
date.

Reach Sandy Hodson at (706) 823-3226  
or sandy.hodson@augustachronicle.com.

Man already convicted 
in 2013 killing to testify

See SCHOOL on PAGE 2B

See VACCINE on PAGE 3B

Study finds HPV vaccine effective, with no side effects
By Tom Corwin

Staff Writer

A vaccine against a very com-
mon sexually transmitted virus 
that can cause cervical cancer has 
proven safe and effective over eight 
years, which should spur more 
people to get it, a Georgia Regents 
University researcher said.

In the longest follow-up yet of 
boys and girls who received the 
quadrivalent vaccine against 
strains of human papillomavirus, 
a study out today in the journal 
Pediatrics following nearly 1,700 
youths for eight years had good im-

mune responses to the virus with 
no significant side effects.

“So far, the vaccine continues to 
be incredibly safe,” said Dr. Daron 
Ferris of GRU Cancer Center, who 
was one of the original investiga-
tors on the vaccine and is lead 
author of the study. “It’s working 
just as well as we thought as far as 
efficacy.” 

The vaccine was approved in 
2006.

There were 429 children who 
received the vaccine around age 
12 and none developed any disease 
related to the HPV strains. In an-
other group that was initially given 

a placebo and then vaccinated 
around age 15, there were six cases 
of persistent infection and one who 
had a precancerous lesion, accord-
ing to the study.

“It just underscores the impor-
tance of vaccinating earlier in life 
than later,” Ferris said. “The paper 
clearly shows that if you wait until 
you’re 15 years old versus 11-12, 
it may be too late at that point in 
time.”

The Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention has made 
it a top priority to increase HPV  

GEORGIA REGENTS UNIVERSITY

Hospitals monitor Ebola crisis
By Tom Corwin

Staff Writer

With the degree of international 
travel and disease outbreaks includ-
ing the Ebola virus and the Middle 
Eastern Respiratory Syndrome, 
Georgia Regents Medical Center is 
now asking all patients about travel 
outside the country as a routine part 
of screening. 

A review by Emory University 
physicians is urging colleagues 
worldwide to keep abreast of the 

Ebola outbreak in West Africa and 
keep up with what health agencies 
including the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention are recom-
mending for screening and poten-
tially handling infectious patients.

The Emory study, out today in the 
Annals of Internal Medicine, reviews 
what is known about the outbreak 
and how it is spread. Part of the 
problem is the countries in ques-
tion have the worst doctor-to-patient 
ratios in West Africa, as much as 
86,000 patients per physician, the 

study notes. 
And then there are airplanes.
“Because of contemporary inter-

national travel, with the ability to 
now board a plane and be virtually 
anywhere in the world in less than 
24 hours, there is significant concern 
that the disease can spread beyond 
West Africa to places like Europe and 
North America,” the authors write. 
      However, they note that the recent 
attention surrounding two American 
patients with Ebola being treated 
at Emory has raised unnecessary 

fears of an outbreak even if a trav-
eler should arrive infected by the 
virus.

“Even if cases are imported, the 
likelihood of further transmission 
beyond the (first) patient is close to 
zero as hospital infection control 
practices are a very effective bar-
rier,” the study notes. 

Patients will be asked about international travel

MORE ON EBOLA
Growing unrest sets back 
Liberia’s fight against virus/5B
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Kristen Douglas talks with her daughter, Layla, 5, before sending her into her kindergarten class at North 
Augusta Elementary School. “Layla was very excited to be going to school here,” Douglas said.

Heading off to classes

By Sean Gruber
Staff Writer

As cars piled into parking lots 
and masses of children walked 
through the doors into North 
Augusta Elementary, the scene 
Monday morning seemed less like 
the first day of school and more 
like an assembly line.

Police officers helped guide 
cars down through the school’s 
entry road, and crosswalk guards 
hustled parents and children 
across the busy parking lot. 
Teachers and school employees 
helped guide the roughly 650 stu-
dents toward the main entrances 
of the building. 

Some parents stopped and 
posed their children for pictures 
as the stream of people began to 
die down.  

Most children seemed ready to 
attend their first day back. One girl 
led her parent by the hand into the 
school building, dodging through 
the crowd to get to her classroom 
on time.  

Inside the building, the main 
office was swamped with students 
seeking their classrooms and par-
ents asking questions, at one point 
pushing a line out of the room and 
into the hallway.  

But despite the crowds, As-
sistant Principal Felicia Walters 

said everything was running just 
as planned.

“We’ve been very busy, but it’s 
been going great today,” Walters 
said. “We’re expecting roughly 115 
new students this year. We’re all 
very excited and ready to begin 
our classes.”  

Walters said the school also 
gained a new principal, Wendy 
Jacobs, and one new teacher.  

Outside, some parents were 

feeling heightened emotions of 
their own. Kristen Douglas, who 
had just dropped off her 5-year-old 
daughter Layla, said she was trying 
to keep her feelings in check.

“Layla was very excited to be 
going to school here,” Douglas said. 
“I’ve been trying to keep my emo-
tions under control. This is a big 

Aiken County students have successful first day

Angelo Major, 5, looks around his new school as he heads off to 
kindergarten at North Augusta Elementary School on Monday.

SEE SPOTTED PHOTOS from 
the first day of school 

in Aiken County at augusta 
chronicle.com/slideshows.

MORE ON THE START OF SCHOOL
First generation college 
students eager, hopeful/1A






